Anthony "Tony" A. Oliva
February 12, 1945 - April 2, 2019

QUEENSBURY-Anthony “Tony” Andrew Oliva, of Queensbury, NY, passed away April 2,
2019 with his loving family at his side. Born on February 12, 1945, he is the son of the late
Antonio J. and Alice (Buoncristiano) Oliva.
Tony proudly served for the U.S. Army as a staff sergeant (E6) from February 1, 1967 to
July 31, 1970 and received the title of Military Intelligence Specialist. He served one term
in Vietnam in 1968 and received many rewards and honors including the Good Conduct
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Marksman, and
Sharpshooter. While in the Army Reserve, he graduated from Hofstra with a Political
Science degree.
He worked as a special agent for Wells Fargo for four years in Manhattan, and then joined
the Continental Insurance Company for over 20 years while living in Queensbury, NY, with
his family. After retiring from the insurance business, he pursued his lifelong passion
dealing in antiques, particular of American historical artifacts.
Tony was the epitome of a family man. He was perceived as a hard but a very fair and
selfless man. He always put his family first and made great sacrifices to ensure his
children had the opportunities to succeed. He also had a special place in his heart for
hosting family dinners and gatherings. Holiday dinners would not begin until he finished
the opening prayer with, “…and God bless all the little children.” He loved sharing his
knowledge – especially during dinner games such as nightly quizzes of state and country
capitals. Yet, he wasn’t too proud to partake in an occasional food fight or two. When his
grandchildren entered his life, he found a new and rejuvenated love for his family. He
wanted to spend as much time as he could with his grandchildren, from NY, to NC, to FL.
Although departing is an outcome of any visit, he would make sure before he left to ask
his grandchildren, “Who loves ya, baby?” to which they would reply, “You do!” and he
would proudly respond, “You bet ‘cha!”
Being born in the Bronx, it was destined Tony would be a life-long New York Yankees fan
– a passion he has passed down to all his children. Although it was physically proven that
watching the team raised his blood pressure, he always remained a loyal fan and taught
his children not to give up on anything or anyone either. He was also a hard worker,
exemplified by the great passion and pride he took in his incredibly landscaped yard.

Just as equal was his passion for history. His collection of memorabilia spanning from
Colonial America to the Vietnam War is deserving of a spot in a museum. Much of his
collection is currently on display in Fort William Henry. He enjoyed countless hours of
making dioramas and had the most masterful way of capturing a single moment in time
with exquisite accuracy and detail.
Although his love for history, antiques and sports were clearly shown, there was no
greater passion than the love he had for his wife of 51 years. They would often go on
picnics, or antiquing, or just relaxing in the comforts of their home competing against each
other in a daily round of Jeopardy challenges. Everything he did, he made sure she was
with him as he always wanted to be with her. Even at the end, he embraced the little
energy he had left just to be with her as long as possible.
Tony was a very strong man and fought with strength and courage, continuously beating
the expectations in his long 4-year battle against cancer. But the love for his family and
being a great provider, protector, father, husband and remarkable friend are deserving of
great honors. He will truly be missed.
Tony is survived by his wife, Louise, his sister, Alice Dibartolomeo, his five children:
Anthony Oliva, Jr, PhD and wife Coleen Atkins, PhD; Joyce Wachala and husband Artur
Wachala; John Oliva; Brian Oliva and wife Tracey Gamache; and Robert Oliva and wife
Michelle Oliva. He is also survived by ten grandchildren: Sloan and Reese Atkins; Artur
Jr., Krystyna and Wladyslaw Wachala; Abigayle and John Tyler Oliva; Bella Gamache;
and Alexandra and Bobby Oliva.
Friends and family may call from 4-7 PM on Sunday, April 7th at Regan-Denny Stafford
Funeral Home, 53 Quaker Rd, Queensbury, NY 12804. A funeral service will be
conducted at 10:00 am on Monday, April 8th at Regan-Denny Stafford funeral home.
Burial will follow at Gerald B. H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery, 200 Duell Rd,
Schuylerville, NY 12871.
The family would like to thank the staff of Albany Stratton VA and the Glens Falls VA for
their consistent treatment efforts to care for Tony, especially Dr. Dennett and Dr. Mehdi.
Lastly, many thanks to High Peaks Hospice with their care at home in his final days.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Tony’s honor to The Wounded Warrior
Project or to the Albany Stratton VA.
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Comments

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" A. Oliva.

April 05 at 08:34 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" A. Oliva.

April 05 at 12:23 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" A. Oliva.

April 05 at 07:52 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" A. Oliva.

April 04 at 08:53 PM

“

Such a beautiful account of the life of a wonderful man. I’ll never forget the NYE
parties, the barbecues and the trip to Fort Ticonderoga. Mr Oliva seemed to thrive on
a house full of family and friends. May that circle of those fortunate enough to have
shared his company be of comfort to you at this time.

Andrea Norton - April 04 at 08:08 PM

“

Steve Roppolo purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Anthony "Tony" A.
Oliva.

Steve Roppolo - April 04 at 07:41 PM

