Elizabeth Nolan Mainville
July 2, 1930 - April 14, 2020

Elizabeth Nolan Mainville died in the early morning hours of April 14, 2020, at the Glens
Falls Center of natural causes due to natural cause.
She was the daughter of John and Florence McGowan, born July 2, 1930, in New York
City. She loved growing up in Manhattan and was educated in elementary and high school
Catholic schools, eventually attending St John’s University and achieving a Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1952. Betty married George F. Nolan M.D. of Glens Falls in October of
1952 and they spent their first year together in Coronado Beach, California, as Dr. Nolan
completed his service in the United States Navy.
The couple moved to Glens Falls and started their family there with the birth of their first
child, Florence, in July of 1953. Their second child Mary was born at Albany Medical
Center in 1954 as Dr. Nolan did a fellowship in cardiology there. After that, they resided in
the Glens Falls area as the doctor started a practice in internal medicine. There followed
George, Paul, Elizabeth (Betsy), Katherine and Stephen.
Sadly, Dr. Nolan died suddenly of a heart attack in December 1963, leaving Betty at the
age of 33 years old with seven children to raise on her own, a task to which she rose with
incredible bravery and love. All the children are graduates of St. Mary’s Academy and all
went to college. Betty was a widow for many years but in 1979, married again, to Emile
“Ted” Mainville. In the more than 30 years that they were married, they enjoyed hiking and
camping in the Adirondacks, world travel including trips to Ireland, where Betty still has
relatives (her mother was a Dubliner), France Russia, and the Amazon.
Before her passing, all of her children visited her at the Glens Falls Center and were able
to say their good-byes. She was a wonderful mother- mixing love and kindness with a
healthy discipline. The worst thing you could do was disappoint Mom!
She had a life-long love of playing bridge. She and George had regular games in their
time together, and Betty until just a few months ago still played with some longtime
friends. Betty endured a triple bypass cardiac surgery in 1986, and a heart valve
replacement in 2009, but continued to be active for many years afterward.
Betty is predeceased by her first husband George Nolan, her second husband Ted
Mainville, her parents and two brothers, Paul and John McGowan, and her grandson
Devin Caucci. She is survived by her children Dr. Florence Nolan, Mary Tully (Kevin),

George Nolan (Lisa), Paul Nolan (Mary), Elizabeth Nolan, Katherine Nolan (Mark
Kuczewski), and Steven Nolan. She has fifteen grandchildren and seven great
grandchildren. She also is survived by her stepchildren Lawrence Mainville, Elizabeth Taft
(Jerry), and Stephen Mainville (Laurie).
Burial and a memorial service will be held when possible and a celebration of life will
happen at the convenience of the family at a later date.
Memorial donations may be made to St. Mary’s- St. Alphonsus School where Betty was a
teacher for many years. She was a great mother and lifelong devout Catholic.

Comments

“

Mary and Steve,
My condolences to both of you. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your
entire family.
Pete Crotty

Pete Crotty - April 23, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

Mary and Kevin and family
Leah and I have your Mom, you and your entire family in our thoughts and prayers.
With our deepest sympathy
Tom and Leah Tyrrell

Tom Tyrrell - April 22, 2020 at 11:51 AM

“

My condolences and prayers go out to Betty’s family. Betty and George and Ted and
Claire were friends at Hillcrest way back when. What happy memories! Bill and I
were overjoyed when Betty and Ted were married. I wrote this little poem the day
after:
Betty Nolan-Ted Mainville, August 11, 1979
Yesterday the sun should have shone
When Betty and Ted were married
Surrounded by ten children, grown
Witnesses to a ceremony
Celebrating a love freshly bloomed
Stemming from a friendship long standing.
Yesterday the sky wasn’t blue
Some even said that it rained
But there was rejoicing in heaven for sure
And blessings for a fairy tale come true.
Pat Leonard
pleonardaz09@gmail.com

Patricia Leonard - April 21, 2020 at 02:50 PM

“

Although your Mom had parental responsibilities too numerous to conceive, she was
always welcoming to the neighborhood children as well. I remember her opening the
door to a warm home environment and greeting me with a smile when I arrived at the
door fetching Florence. As an only child I was fascinated by the large family
atmosphere with a sole Mom at the helm. There was never time to waste in those
early days but she managed to leave her mark on young girls who needed strong
role models in the 60s. I was respectfully and gratefully one of those girls...

Lesley Ives Ross - April 21, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

What a classy Lady! We were at St. Mary's together for a time, and she was one of
my daughter's favorite teachers. Always a smile and a kind word! I know she'll be
missed, but I'm sure the families have some great memories of her to carry you
through this difficult time. Our thoughts and prayers are with you!
Doug Fiore and Family

Doug Fiore - April 20, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

I met Betty at the Glens Falls Center. She sat at my mother's table for dinner. I
always enjoyed her company. What a beautiful person. I personally will miss her
dearly. I haven't seen her since New Year's because I was away for the winter. My
deepest sympathies to her family. She will always be in my heart and my prayers.

Denise Anderson - April 19, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

God Bless Betty on her journey home. We were fortunate to have her teach our
children at St.Mary’s . Condolences to her family. Eileen Caulin and daughters.

Eileen Caulin - April 19, 2020 at 05:36 PM

“

Prayers for Peace and comfort to the Nolan and Mainville family during this difficult
time.

Tim Suprise - April 19, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Betty I hope you are enjoying a nice hot cup of cool beans coffee and pastry with my
gramma !
Rest In Peace
With love Rachel

rachel keys - April 19, 2020 at 11:33 AM

“

We were blessed to have Betty teach some of our children at St. Mary's. She was a
great teacher,a lady of fortitude and courage.She was never afraid to take the direct
approach and she never let the merriment leave her eyes. We are so sorry for your
lose. May the angels lead her into paradise.

Ed & Susan Kelly
Susan Kelly - April 19, 2020 at 07:56 AM

“

I knew Betty from her time at the Glens Falls center. She would sit at my mother's table at
dinner. She would often speak of her beautiful family and her time teaching. I know I will
miss her terribly. I am so
very sorry for your loss. I will keep her in my prayers.
Denise Anderson - April 19, 2020 at 11:38 AM

“

Sorry for your loss.our prayers and thoughts are with you in your time of sorrow.i
remember your mother being a good friend of Mom's

bill hans - April 19, 2020 at 06:25 AM

“

I always enjoyed Betty's company, whether it was on an ADK hike or chatting with
her at The Glen. she always had a smile and hello for you.

James Appleyard - April 19, 2020 at 06:18 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Sara Paganelli McMahon

Sara McMahon - April 18, 2020 at 10:15 AM

“

Words can never express what a great woman she was. She will always be
remembered for her strength and her faith. She was a wonderful inspiration for me

Colleen Donohue - April 16, 2020 at 05:45 PM

