Gail J. Aust Varney
June 19, 1934 - September 20, 2018

Glens Falls - Gail Aust Varney, 84, passed away peacefully at home on Thursday,
September 20, 2018.
Born on June 19, 1934 in Glens Falls, she was the daughter of the late Ashley 'Mike'
Parker and Edna (Burnett) Parker.
Having lived all but 13 years of her early married life in her childhood home built by her
great grandfather on Garfield Street, she attended Sanford Street School and graduated
with honors from Glens Falls High School in 1952.
Gail married her high school sweetheart, Douglas K. Aust, on November 21, 1954 and
enjoyed 45 years of marriage until his passing in May of 1999. Never one to sit idle, Gail
reconnected with a high school friend at their 50th class reunion in 2002 and subsequently
married Eugene (Gene) Varney on July 25, 2004 until his passing in June of 2016.
Gail loved music and was a dancer. She and her sister Doris learned to dance at an early
age and performed in high school and community theater productions. Throughout her life,
if music was being played and an opportunity to dance arose, Gail would be found
enthusiastically 'cutting the rug' whether at home, at a cocktail lounge or somewhere in the
community. Her love of music never ended even through her illness.
Gail was employed after high school and prior to her marriage to Doug at Ball, George
and Co. as a secretary. She then began raising her family of four boys who were blessed
to have her at home in the early part of their lives. In 1971, Gail began a 27-year career as
secretary to the Dean of Students at Adirondack Community College (SUNY Adirondack)
where she nurtured many long-term friendships and left a lasting impression.
Among her passions and devotions was being a 60-year member of the Harrisena
Community Church on Ridge Road in Queensbury. Having a new born and living near the
country church in 1957, she and Doug joined the church where she began singing in the

choir as an alto and Doug became the organist. Her beautiful voice graced Harrisena for
over 57 years until her illness of dementia ended her ability to sing. In addition to her
dedication to the choir, Gail served in every capacity at Harrisena including trustee,
President of the Congregation and multiple committees throughout her long tenure at the
church. She instilled in her family the dedication to her church which continues today.
Gail's legacy, however, is her kind and caring nature to everyone she knew. She always
had a warm smile when greeting anyone and cared more for others than herself. Her
genuinely selfless nature left all who met her with a feeling of being loved and her sweet
smile left a lasting memory. Although having faced many challenges in life, Gail remained
true to the altruistic caring of others until the end. Her legendary gifting of peanut butter
and chocolate fudge to others will be missed. Her greatest joy in life was her family, being
present for her four boys and their extended families throughout their lives and loving
them unconditionally.
Besides her parents, Gail was predeceased by her husband’s Douglas K. Aust and
Eugene W. Varney as well as her sister Doris V. Knapp.
Gail is survived by her four sons: Peter L. Aust and his wife Noel Granger, David M. Aust
and his wife Tracey, Kevin D. Aust and John W. Aust and his wife Tammy, all in the area,
grandchildren Jennifer Moon (Kevin), Ashley Possiel (Jeff), Alex Aust and Cameron Aust,
in addition to six great grandchildren, two nephews and three step-sons.
Mom was able to spend the last years of her life with dementia at home under the loving
care of her son Kevin for which we are forever grateful. The family would like to extend our
heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Filion's office and High Peaks Hospice for their guidance and
care, but especially to all the women at Neighbors NY who took extraordinary care of
Mom,
specifically RoDonna who became part of the family - we could not have cared for Mom
without you!
Funeral services will be conducted at 5:00pm on Monday, October 1 at Harrisena
Community Church, 1616 Ridge Road, Queensbury with the Reverends Natalie Wimberly
and LaMont Robinson officiating.
Friends may call from 2 to 4pm and 6 to 8pm on Sunday, September 30 at Singleton
Sullivan Potter Funeral Home, 407 Bay Road, Queensbury.
Burial will be held privately for the family in Bay Street Cemetery, Glens Falls.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorial donations be made to Harrisena
Community Church - Aust Music Fund or a charity of one's choice.
Those who wish may make online condolences by visiting our website at
sbfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

So sorry to hear about the loss of your mom. I remember how sweet she was and I
enjoyed singing with her in the Harrisena choir. She wil be missed.
Donna Barton

Donna D Barton - October 03, 2018 at 09:09 AM

“

To Gail's Family,
So sorry for your loss. I worked at (ACC) for years in food service. I used to call Gail
the Soup Lady. Because she got soup everyday. She was a wonderful
lady with a great smile for all. I am sure she will be truly missed..
Prayers and thoughts are with you.
Barb Mitchell

Barb Mitchell - October 01, 2018 at 07:16 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the entire family. I have many memories of how kind Gail
was whenever I was around her. What a beautiful tribute in The Post-Star! My
thoughts are with you all.

Tom McGilpin - September 28, 2018 at 01:09 PM

“

Dear Aust Family , I have so many fond memories of your wonderful Mom ,Dad and
Gene from attending Harrisena, going out to breakfast after services, parties, trips,
the llist goes on & on! We shared laughter , tears and hugs for many many years and
the memories are with me forever. My thoughts & prayers are with you all. Love
Maxine

Maxine Einzig - September 28, 2018 at 07:42 AM

