Harold R. (Harry) Hansen
January 6, 1944 - February 27, 2019

Harold R. “Harry” Hansen passed away unexpectedly on February 27, 2019 at St. Peter’s
Hospital in Albany.
He was born on January 6, 1944 in the Bronx, New York, the son of the late Harold H. and
Eve (Fiorese) Hansen.
Harry graduated from the University of Iowa with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1967,
and the University of Illinois with a Master of Science degree in 1976. He was a lifelong
Iowa Hawkeye fan and met his bride to be, Nancy, in class at the university. After
graduation from Iowa, Harry served in the Army at Fort Richardson, Anchorage, Alaska as
a Second Lieutenant. He served in Tay Ninh Province, Vietnam, as a Captain and advisor
to the Vietnamese where he earned a Bronze Star and other distinguished service
medals.
Harry began his career in Parks and Recreation in Elmhurst, Illinois from 1970 through
1978. He served as president of the Suburban Chicago Park and Recreation Association
from 1975-1976. He accepted a position as director of Parks and Recreation for the Town
of Queensbury in 1978 and moved his family east. He was instrumental in developing
Gurney Lane Recreation Area and pool, Hovey Pond Park, the creation of the
Ridge/Jenkinsville Park, the Hudson Pointe Nature Preserve and Hudson River Park.
Harry was also a member of the Kiwanis Club for several years, serving as its Treasurer.
He coached Little League and served as a Den Master for Cub Scouts. After retiring from
the Town of Queensbury, Harry and Nancy travelled extensively throughout Europe and
the US. They enjoyed skiing, scuba diving and hiking with their black Labrador, Hadley.
Harry’s passion was fishing, especially for bass. It was catch and release only for him
except for the 8 ½ pounder that made it to the wall. He loved all sports, especially football,
hockey and golf and loved working with wood. He made beautiful cutting boards, trivets
and countertops for friends and family through the years. Harry and Nancy loved wildlife,
and in the past few years were able to travel to Churchill, Manitoba to see polar bears and
to Katmai National park to follow the grizzly bears as they fed on salmon along the
coastline. It was the trip of a lifetime.
Harry is survived by his beloved wife of 54 years, Nancy (Nagle), his daughter Wendy
Bacas, of Redding, CT, his son Brad Hansen, of Tamarac, FL and three grandchildren,

Sophie, Leland and Logan Bacas all of Redding, CT. He is also survived by his sister,
Joan Grabe and her husband Bill of Southport, CT; his sister Eve Heffernan and her
partner Bob, of Ft. Myers, FL and brother, Paul Hansen and his wife, Debbie, also of Ft.
Myers, FL, and many beloved nieces and nephews.
A Mass of Celebration will be 2 pm on April 13 at Holy Mother and Child Parish, 405
Palmer Ave., Corinth.
Calling hours will be held on April 12 from 3-6 PM at the Singleton Sullivan Potter Funeral
Home, 407 Bay Road, Queensbury.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Adirondack Save-a-Stray, 4880 Rt 9N,
Corinth, NY 12822, which helped the family adopt all of their pets.
Harry’s Favorite Quote: “There are no great men. There are only great challenges that
ordinary men are forced by circumstances to meet.” – Admiral William F. Halsey

Comments

“

As Harry’s older sister I speak for the remaining 3 siblings and for the 12 nieces and
nephews who, though separated by distance and time, are united in their hilarious
memories of us all at Harry and Nancy’s camp on Lake Efner. But today our thoughts
and our prayers are with Nancy, Wendy and Brad.
Joan Grabe

Joan Grabe - March 12, 2019 at 05:28 PM

“

To all the Hansen family: I was very saddened to hear of the passing of Harry who
I've been blessed to know since he arrived in Queensbury over 40 years ago. I can
honestly state that Harry was one of the nicest people I have ever known. He and the
family were a wonderful addition to the Queensbury community. May you all enjoy
the wonderful memories of this wonderful man. God bless you all!
George B Roop

George B Roop - March 10, 2019 at 10:47 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Harrys' passing he was a Great boss and Great to work for. I'm
sure he will never be forgotten. My condolences to you all Nancy, Wendy, Brad and
your Families

Bruce Baird - March 06, 2019 at 08:08 AM

