Jack Hellman
March 4, 1937 - February 8, 2021

Jack Hellman, 83, of Gansevoort (and Wynantskill more recently), on February 8, 2021
passed away peacefully in his sleep.
Jack was born on March 4th, 1937 to Mary (Cohen) and Sidney Hellman in Albany, NY.
After graduating from Albany High in 1954, he enrolled at SUNY Fredonia, but left school
upon the death of his own father. He joined the Army where he studied in the US Army
Language School in Monterey, CA. This was followed by his service in Korea where he
participated in the peace talks as a Chinese language interpreter.
Upon his honorable discharge, Jack returned to Albany where he met the love of his life,
Lois Brown Hellman, in a bar (Papa’s on New Scotland Ave). Jack and Lois were married
in Glens Falls at Congregation Shaaray Tefila on June 16th, 1963. They had two sons,
Sidney and Jonathan. Jack returned to school at SUNY Oneonta on the GI Bill and earned
his teaching degree. He then taught in the Warrensburg Central School District for 30
years as a greatly beloved 6th grade teacher. He always felt one of his greatest
achievements during his tenure was that every student in Warrensburg read The Hobbit.
Students continue to remember him fondly long after his retirement.
Jack was deeply dedicated to his community; he was the first individual to serve as
president of both Jewish congregations in Glens Falls. He was a former treasurer of Caffé
Lena in Saratoga Springs and believed passionately in the importance of the arts. He had
a close circle of friends with whom he played poker. Jack was the master of dad jokes
before dads were invented.
Jack is predeceased by his parents, Mary and Sidney, and his cousins. Jack is survived by
his wife, Lois, his sister, Baylee Meyers of Alabama, his sons, Sidney (Lina) of Saratoga
Springs, Jonathan (Nancy) of Wynantskill, his grandchildren (Nathaniel, Noah, Jazlyn,
Mary, and Goldie), and godchild Elizabeth. Anyone who knew Jack, knew how much he
valued and loved his family.
Services will be held privately for the family. There will be virtual memorial/shiva services
online on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. Please contact the family directly for the
links. If you would like to make a donation in Jack’s memory, please consider Temple
Beth-El of Glens Falls, Caffé Lena, or a charity of your choice. The family plans to hold a
memorial to honor Jack’s life once it is safe for friends and family to gather in person.

For those who wish, on line condolences may be made to the family by visiting
www.sbfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements are under the direction of the Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home, 53
Quaker Rd, Queensbury.

Comments

“

Lois, so sorry to hear of the loss of your beloved husband , Jack. He was an
accomplished gentleman. You had true love for over 50 years. Keep all those
memories in your heart. My condolences also to your sons and their families. Hugs.
Darlene Farenell

Darlene Farenell - February 16 at 10:22 AM

“

Dear Lois and family,
I was saddened to hear of Jack's passing. He was a wonderful, caring man. I have
many fond memories of WCS times. As Jack guided me as a mentor, it was easy to
see how his humor, fairness, and passion was vital in the education of his 6th grade
students. He introduced me to The Hobbit, Willie Wonka (Gene Wilder film version),
and the history of WWII. I was fortunate to learn so many things from him. He was
always willing to allow the team to propose and implement new ideas, thus many
whale watching trips followed. He was an important part of my life, and my boys
remember him fondly. We are so sorry for your loss.
Esther and Pat McTague and family.

Esther McTague - February 13 at 01:20 PM

“

Dear Lois and family, Please accept my sincerest sympathies in the loss of Jack. Joe
& I loved his stories and his smile. Sending love and prayers. I remember how you
helped me. Take care dear & hold onto your family. Love Mary Verrigni

Mary Verrigni - February 12 at 09:14 PM

“

My condolences to all of you. Mr Hellman you will be missed every day. Lois, Sid,
John and families, you are all in my thoughts and prayers.

Cathy ( Gifford) Skellie - February 12 at 09:12 AM

“

Dear Lois,
So sad to hear of Jack’s passing. Ron and I remember fondly our chats in the
hallway and on the elevator here at Water’sEdge. We thought of you both the other
day, wondering how you both were and wished we had stayed in touch with you.
Glad you are with family and not alone now.
Prayers and hugs to you and your family,
Ellen and Ron Smith

Ellen Smith - February 11 at 08:32 AM

“

Lois, Sid, and Jon,
Although we have drifted away over many years, I have fond memories of Jackie
from when I was about 8 and Jackie was still in the army. He was infectious with his
love of all of us. I remember Jackie and his old Studebaker Lark and when Lois and
Jackie were married. He was always vivacious and his license plate always read
"Frodo Lives" or a singular derivative of a Tolkien homily.
As one of the oldest cousins to Jack, I was pleasured to chat with him as a child, a
teenager, an adult, and as a mature adult. Being only 14 years younger than Jackie,
both us were the bridge between two generations. Jackie being the youngest cousin
of my father and I being the second oldest of all the second cousins of the next
generation.
May his memory always be a blessing.
With great love and admiration,
Nissan Cohen

Nissan - February 10 at 07:35 PM

“

Lois, Sidney and JonI wish we were able to gather at this time so Lisa and I could offer comfort to you in
this time. I hold so many fond memories of your Dad (his belly laughs at Young
Frankenstein, coaching our Little League team, spending summers at the pool just to
name a few).
He was a very kind and attentive to me after Mom passed and i will always owe him
a debt for his time, wisdom and love.
When I met Lisa, one of our earliest bonding moments was when she told me about
this great teacher she had in Warrensburg. Of course it was your father.
May you all find peace together in the coming days and find joy in the knowledge that
your Dad was truly one of the best.
Boo and Lisa Bouchard

Jerry Bouchard - February 10 at 07:08 PM

“

To Jack’s Family,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. I knew Jack as “Mr. Hellman”,
he was my sixth grade math teacher and one of my favorite teachers. When I
became a nurse I had the privilege of taking care of him, he remained a friendly, kind
person even though he was ill at the time, this was about 15 years ago. I always
wondered how he was doing after I cared for him, I’m glad he had a happy life. I
hope you all remember those happy times. When the pain of his loss grips you, try to
replace it with those happy, joyful times.
My sympathies to all of you,
Cheryl Bohannon (Connor)

Cheryl Bohannon (Connor) - February 10 at 02:52 PM

“

Mrs. Hellman and Family i am so very sorry for your loss and i hope the great memories you all shared will
help you through the difficult times ahead.
i have to share some of my memories - even in my advance age i can still remember
my days in sixth grade and that is because of what a great teacher Mr. Hellman was
for myself and my classmates. he was strict but he always sprinkled in fun and made
sure we knew he cared about us and how we were doing - in school and out
He continued to care about me even after i left grade 6 and when ever i saw him he
would make time to catch up and find out how i was doing and if i needed anythinghe was a stand up teacher
then many years later i was lucky to have our paths crossed again at Temple BethEl- it was so great to reconnect with him and your family you were all so friendly and
helpful as my family i worked through process of my wonderful niece navigating the
Jewish path to women hood thank you for you love and support
i only hope in my past years as a teacher i had 1/2 the positive effect on my students
as i know Mr. Hellman did on myself and all the students before and after me
take care - stay safe and my thoughts and prayers are with all of you
sincerelyJill S. Toney

jill toney - February 10 at 11:02 AM

“

Dear Lois, It was with great sadness that I learned of Jack’s passing. Our paths
crossed at the Warrensburg Elem. School for a short time and then again at Temple
Beth El. He was a stalwart member of the community and his presence will be sorely
missed. My thoughts are with you and your family at this time.
Ann Hall

ann - February 10 at 10:24 AM

“

Dear Lois and Family,
My sister Mary and I want to let you know how sorry we are about the passing of
your dear husband and father. We recall your Mother Goldie and are touched that
her granddaughter shares her name.
Suzie Merrill and Mary Pesez-Kames

Suzanne Merrill - February 10 at 08:04 AM

“

My name was added to Mr. Hellman's 1971 "Board of Education", the pain wasn't as bad as
the embarrassment of getting it.
Michael - February 11 at 02:57 AM

“

Dear Lois, Sid, Lena, Jon and Nancy,
I am so sorry to learn of Jack's passing. When we met, Sid and Jon were toddlers, we were
all teachers and Jack was into Monty Python and Democratic politics. He wasted no time
drafting us to work the phone banks for George McGovern. It was the beginning of a lifelong friendship. There was no one quite like him -- his crazy sense of humor, his infectious
laughter, his passion for life, his love for his family and friends, his generosity...the list is
long. He will be missed.
My heart goes out to you and your entire family,
Maureen Reilly
Maureen Reilly - February 13 at 04:43 PM

