James Gallas
July 25, 1930 - November 12, 2018

Tebbutt Funeral Home
Gallas, James
Albany –
James “Jim” Gallas, 88, passed away Monday, November 12, 2018 at Brookdale Senior
Living, Niskayuna.
Born in Albany on July 25, 1930, he was the son of the late George and Stavroula (nee:
Kirkiles) Galanopoulos. Jim was a graduate of Philip Schuyler High School and NYS
Teachers’ College in Albany. He was an educator in the Ravena-Coymens School District
and later the South Colonie School District, where he was an active member of the
Teachers’ Association and later was a member of the retiree group.
Jim was a devoted member of St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church and the American
Hellenic Education Association (AHEPA). During the Korean War, Jim proudly served his
country with the US Army. He was a member of the Albany Elks Lodge #49, the New York
State United Teachers (NYSUT) and the NYSUT Retiree Council 10. Jim was also an avid
sports fan who always cheered for Syracuse and followed the NY Mets and the NY
Giants.
In addition to his parents, Jim is predeceased by his brother, John Gallas and sister-in-law
Helen (nee: Stolis) Gallas.
He is survived by his devoted nieces, Susan (Kevin Corcoran) Jensen and Marina (John)
Vitale; his great-nieces, Kristina (Jake) McAdam, Gabriella Vitale and Leah Jensen; by his
brother John’s second wife, Janet Gallas and by extended family, James and Frosine
Stolis. May his memory remain eternal.
A visitation will be held on Friday from 9 to 11 am at St. Sophia Greek Orthodox, 440
Whitehall Rd., Albany, NY 12208 followed by a funeral service at 11 am. Interment with
military honors will take place at Graceland Cemetery, Albany. Memorial contributions may
be made to St. Sophia Scholarship Fund, 440 Whitehall Rd., Albany, NY 12208.
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Comments

“

Rest in peace, Jim. You were a wonderful teacher and a great friend. We have had
so much fun on Friday afternoons, at NYSUT meetings and conventions, and at
many events at St. Sophia's. I will never forget you. Good bye, my friend. Judy Allen

Judy Allen - November 19, 2018 at 09:00 AM

“

Jim was a special man.
I knew him from AHEPA, St. Sophia Bingo and the Greek Festival. He was deeply
loved and ably served his church and community. Jim was a proud military veteran
and a veteran member of AHEPA who passionately loved his country and his bond
with his fellow veterans.
Jim was an intelligent, ethical, honest, talented and proactive man. Whether as a
leader or a contributor, he shunned the sidelines and always sought the thick of the
action. He could seamlessly embrace and balance business and pleasure,
instinctively knowing when to bear down and when to enjoy a hearty laugh. Whatever
it was Jim touched, he made it better, whether person or thing.
My wife, Marianne, had Jim's brother, John, as her math teacher and she was a
fellow teacher with Jim some years later. She has fond memories of them both.
Despite his many accomplishments, they pale in comparison to what made Jim so
memorable. It was his decency, caring, wit and force of personality and spirit.
We will both miss him very much and always remember him.
To his family and friends, we send to you the deepest of condolences.
Mark and Marianne Theophilis

Mark and Marianne Theophilis - November 16, 2018 at 10:49 AM

“

Jim Gallas was a faithful and loyal Elk , a true gentleman, and it was my pleasure to
know him and work with him at Albany 49 Elks. Rest in peace brother.
Mildred Dugan, PER

Mildred Dugan - November 16, 2018 at 09:11 AM

“

Jim was such a special man. I remember fondly teaching in South Colonie with him. I
always admired his dedication to enhancing the teaching profession.

Pamela Zilka - November 15, 2018 at 05:42 PM

“

Dennis & Kate Bagley lit a candle in memory of James Gallas

Dennis & Kate Bagley - November 15, 2018 at 04:41 PM

“

God bless Brother Jim Gallas! I will always remember Jim volunteering at Saint
Sophia Greek Orthodox Church on Sunday in the office and especially at the annual
Greek Festival. At the festival Jim was one of the ‘Bankers’ and was a magnet who
attracted many of his friends and relatives to come to the Festival and contribute to
the good works of our Church. May his memory be eternal!

Nicholas Panayotou - November 14, 2018 at 10:51 PM

