James M Powell
January 27, 1968 - December 23, 2019

Lake George:
James Michael Powell, Lt Colonel (Ret) passed away at Glens Falls Hospital surrounded
by family. He was 51.
Jim is survived by his wife, Joanna and their children Caitlin and Timothy (TJ). He is also
survived by his parents, Jeannie and Glenn Powell of Lake George and Palm Harbor FL,
his sister Kim and her husband Paul Winshman of Hopkinton Mass, his brother Randy and
Randy’s wife, Heather of Lake George. He was Uncle to Lynette, Derek, Kayla and
Breanna Winshman, all of Hopkinton, Mass.
Jim graduated from Lake George High School in 1986 and Penn State University in 1990.
He was very proud to be a Nittany Lion. He then went on to Navigator Training at Mather
Air Force Base in California. After completing his education at Mather, Jim was stationed
at Dyess AFB in Abilene, Texas. While stationed at Dyess, he married Joanna Prouty in
1995. Shortly after their marriage, they were transferred to Little Rock AFB in Arkansas. It
was during this assignment that they decided it was time to put down some roots and start
a family so they relocated to Lake George and Jim was hired at the 109th Air Lift
Squadron at Stratton Base in Scotia. Jim loved his time at Stratton. He rose in the ranks
from Instructor Navigator to Chief Navigator. He served as Deployment Commander for
Operation Deep Freeze in Antarctica and Operation Raven Dew in Greenland. He was
awarded the Meritorious Service Medal and multiple Aerial Achievement Awards. He flew
pole to pole, Antarctica to Greenland. During his career, he set foot on every continent. He
was a very proud Air Force Officer and Navigator. He retired after 26 honorable years.
In 1998 Jim became a very proud father to his first child Caitlin and 18 months later to his
son Timothy. They meant everything to Jim. He loved being their Dad. He coached T-ball,
he helped with Cub Scout meetings and as long as he was not deployed, he never missed
any of their events.
He also proudly served on the Lake George Board of Education and the Lake George
Scholarship Association.
Jim always had a kind word for people and a smile on his face. He was generous, funny,
and a true gentleman. He will be greatly missed.
Funeral services will be at 10:00 a.m. on January 13, 2020 at Regan Denny Funeral

Home, 53 Quaker Road, Queensbury.
Burial will follow with full military honors will be held 1:00 pm at the Gerald BH Solomon
Saratoga National Cemetery, Schuylerville.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made in Jim’s memory to the USO at
USO.ORG or PO Box 96860 Washington, DC 20077-7677 or the Lake George
Scholarship Association at Lake George High School, 381 Canada Street, Lake George,
NY 12845.
“Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes turned
skyward, for there you have been, and there you will always long to return.” ― Leonardo
da Vinci
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Comments

“

Jim was the guy you could count on for his wisdom, good humor and a laugh when
times were tough. His legacy is the foundation for all Navs of his time and his
influence will continue to surface for years to come. He was a fellow Nav, a peer and
a friend I will miss greatly. My deepest condolences to his family. Rest In Peace.

Joe DeConno - January 12 at 11:00 PM

“

From my first day in the NYANG Jim was there to welcome my family & I with his
infectious smile and his hearty laugh. We all have had such great memories with Jim
and he will live on in all of us through those wonderful memories we hold close. I am
a better person because of the example of how Jim lived and worked.
Our prayers are with everyone that he touched but especially his family. Our deepest
condolences to the Powell family.

Paul Bernasconi - January 12 at 08:13 PM

“

Jeannie and Glenn and family,
It breaks my heart for your loss. I have only positive memories of Jimmy as a blond
haired, always smiling, young man. I recall him having fun working on school projects
with my son Rob. He knew how to laugh and was always polite and kind; very
respected by his friends.
I pray that you feel the comfort of God around you.
Love,
Susan

Susan Goe - January 12 at 06:45 PM

“

Our paths crossed after Lt Col Powell retired, but in a series of conversations with
him, I learned we had both served on 9/11. Since I was stationed overseas that day, I
asked him about his experience being in NY. "Of course were recalled----and then we
flew that day" he told me. I had to ask him what that was like. He replied when he
had asked about air space restrictions, air traffic control responded with the following:
"The sky is yours, sir"
Lt Col Powell, the sky is yours, sir. The sky is yours.

Michelle Sanchez - January 11 at 10:23 PM

“

Jim was a great aviator and friend. We flew in sister/competing squadrons but he
was always a great colleague to ask for help, mentorship and expertise. He was well
respected and will be missed.

Dennis King - January 10 at 03:12 PM

“

Pat Mollison purchased the My Soul Lives On Blanket for the family of James M
Powell.

Pat Mollison - January 06 at 05:42 PM

“

Jim was one of the best Navigators and officers i had the pleasure of serving with.
My deepest condolences to the entire family.

John Rayome - January 04 at 01:49 PM

“

Sincere condolences to the Powell family. Truly loved flying and working with Jim.
Always a smile. Excellent Nav and a wonderful guy all around. So very sorry.

Martha Wadsworth - January 03 at 01:47 PM

“

My Deepest sympathy and condolences to the Powell Family. Jim has left a
wonderful legacy behind. May you find strength, healing and comfort in the beautiful
memories of Jim.
Keeping you in my thoughts and prayers.
Carole Morris (Morin)

Carole Morris - January 02 at 09:12 AM

“

Jim was a larger than life guy. He was one of the nicest guys I ever met. He was very
knowledgeable as the lead LC-130 Navigator in the squadron. We all looked up to
Jim. Jim was funny, kind and most of all our friend. We miss you already Brutha...Sal

Sal Salvaggio - January 01 at 08:42 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the entire Powell family. Jim was definitely an “A-Team”
guy and was one of the finest Nav’s I ever flew with. He was always a pleasure to be
around. His great demeanor, professionalism and exceptional skills strengthened our
unit and served our Nation well. God be with you......Fly high and fly in peace, my
friend! Mark Sakadolsky

Mark Sakadolsky - January 01 at 07:22 PM

“

Michele Phelps Putman lit a candle in memory of James M Powell

Michele Phelps Putman - January 01 at 02:02 PM

“

Roberta May lit a candle in memory of James M Powell

Roberta May - January 01 at 10:01 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family of James M. Powell. Thank you for your military
service.
Godspeed!

Roberta May - January 01 at 10:03 AM

“

Jim was in one of my earliest graduating classes at Lake George when I started as a
guidance counselor there. I have very clear positive memories of him as a student
and real leader. He was a real gentleman ,always very kind and thoughtful and
determined in his goals. His success as a pilot was no surprise to me. He spoke of
his trips to the poles with such pride when I would see him. He really made a
difference in the lives of so many people. I am so sorry for your loss. He was very
special and did so much in his short time. It is so sad.
My deepest condolences.
David Eagle

David Eagle - January 01 at 12:35 AM

“

Dear Glenn and Jeannie, We are so very sorry to hear about the loss of your son!
What an outstanding Person!!!! Our hearts break for you and your family!! Still have a
picture of Jimmy with us holding him. He wasn't very old. I think is was shortly before
we were married. You are in our thoughts and our prayers!!! Love, Ray and Carole

Carole and Ray Saladin - December 31, 2019 at 04:59 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to hear the news that Jim has slipped the surly bonds of
earth and passed on to his Heavenly Home. He was one of my favorite friends in
Penn State AFROTC--always with a ginormous smile for everyone. Prayers of peace
for Jim's family -Amy (Leonard) Ryder

Amy Ryder - December 31, 2019 at 01:44 PM

“
“

Do you know how to contact Jim’s roommate, Dave Parmele?
Joanna - January 09 at 09:04 AM

I first met Jim through Dave Parmele at Mather then got to serve with him at SCH - a great
person whom I highly respected- one of the best in the 109th! I am so very sorry and my
thoughts and prayers with family!
sheila thompson - January 21 at 09:38 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the Powell family. Jim has left way to soon, but leaves you
all with an amazing group of memories to cherish and hold close in your hearts
always.
Rest in Peace James.

Beth Brundage, Lake George NY
Beth Brundage - December 31, 2019 at 10:06 AM

“

“

I was heartbroken to hear this news. I pray that God gives you comfort at this difficult time.
Kathy Prosser - December 31, 2019 at 09:56 PM

I remember Jim from the time he first joined the 109th at Stratton ANG Base. He was
an outstanding aviator, always a smile on his face and willing to lend a hand. Jim was
a mentor to others, a leader and above all, a Good Man! Rest In Peace Colonel, you
will be in our hearts forever.

Garry A Quick, CMSgt, ret - December 31, 2019 at 07:51 AM

“

Jimmy, was so sad to see of your passing. So very young. You were always a true
gentleman with that great big smile for everyone. I was honored to have known you
and have only the best memories and laughs. God bless you as now you have
returned to the sky which you love so dearly. Love Jeni

Jeni Blais-Muncy - December 31, 2019 at 06:13 AM

“

Jim was a wonderful mentor, leader, officer and teacher. We will remember him for
the great man that he was. We will remember his big smile and the way he cared
about the people around him.

Chris Green - December 30, 2019 at 09:49 PM

“

I have a lot of great memories of Jim. He was a great cousin, brother, dad and more. 51 is
just way to young to be taken but GOD must have a higher purpose for this wonderful soul.
May the GRACE of our LORD GOD the LOVE of JESUS CHRIST and the FELLOWSHIP
of the HOLY SPIRIT be with you. ALWAYS!!!!! Rest in Peace Jim. Love, cousin Steve!!!!!
steve berry - January 10 at 05:28 AM

