Jean Gale Joel
June 22, 1929 - July 29, 2022

Jean Gale Joel
Albany, NY - Jean Gale Joel was born in 1929 to Ethel and Freeland Gale in Jackson,
Mississippi. She was a Delta Gamma and beauty queen at Ole Miss. After graduation she
chose adventure and became a stewardess for American Airlines, based in NYC where
she met her husband of 54 years Robert Joel, who predeceased her in 2007. They settled
in Albany, New York and raised 3 children. Jean was very involved in volunteer work and
social groups including the Junior League, the Guardian Society, the Albany Museum of
History and Art, and the Albany Garden Club. Her love of flowers and gardening never left
her and she was a lifetime nationally accredited flower show judge, a fact of which she
was very proud. Her interests included ancient Egyptology and historic early American
silversmiths of the Hudson Valley area. She loved travel, even leading a tour group from
the museum to Egypt in the 1970’s. She was also, as a direct descendent, a member of
the Patrick Henry Society. Additionally, Jean never met a piece of candy she didn’t like.
She is survived by her children Robert Joel (Mary Beth), Jean Phillips (Brad), and John
Joel (Cathy) as well as grandchildren, Allison (Andrew Eichenberger), Bill, Michael, Katie
and Maggie.
In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made in Jean’s memory to Patrick Henry’s Red Hill,
1250 Red Hill Rd., Brookneal, VA 24528. A private graveside service will be held at
Albany Rural Cemetery, Menands, NY.

Cemetery Details
Albany Rural Cemetery
Menands, NY

Tribute Wall

JJ

Probably one of my mom’s best memories being able to see her grand daughter,
Katie, graduate at SUNY Albany, Thanks mom for being there and always having
our backs.

John Joel - August 14 at 07:44 AM

TG

Dear family and friends:
I have many fond memories of Jean when she was a volunteer at the Albany
Institute of History & Art. She was knowledgeable and enthusiastic and a joy to
work with. While working on an inventory of the museum’s silver collection she
meticulously tied light blue satin ribbons on the pieces that inventoried. For many
years after, each time we opened the silver vault, visitors would ask about the
blue ribbons, which enabled Norman Rice, then Director and later me to recount
Jean’s charming inventory story.
Tammis Groft, Director Emerita, Albany Institute of History & Art
Tammis Groft - August 09 at 04:43 PM

PG

1 file added to the album Memories from friends in Georgia

Paula Gdowski - August 06 at 11:27 AM

BM

Dear Jean and family; I was saddened to hear of the loss of your Mom and my
thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. I hope you are able to
find peace and comfort knowing all of the happy times you shared. Bill M
Bill McTague - August 05 at 10:14 AM

DO

RIP my Aunt and Godmother.
Donald
Donald - August 03 at 02:05 PM

AN

Jean was my first cousin once removed. I stayed with her for a couple of days
while taking my son to look for a college. My room and bathroom had little flower
arrangements that were so nicely made up. She took me around her cutting
garden which I just loved. I learned about her ability to test garden shows and
both being maser gardeners. We played with their sweet Burmese Mountain
dogs. I loved visiting with her and Robert. She was a delightful woman.
Anne Tarantino
anne - August 03 at 02:04 PM

JR

Beloved friend and the best next door neighbor anyone could have. She was
much loved and will be greatly missed.
Judy and Jack Rigby
Judy Rigby - August 03 at 12:43 PM

ZN
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Zona Noyes - August 03 at 12:12 PM

