John Albert 'Jack' Brilling
April 11, 1927 - February 19, 2019

Glens Falls
John Albert “Jack” Brilling of Glens Falls passed away peacefully on Tuesday, February
19, 2019, surrounded by his loving family. He was 91 years old.
He is survived by his wife of 65 years, the former Gloria Canale; his daughter, the
Honorable Jaclyn A. Brilling, and his son-in-law, Dr. Michael Horgan; his brother, Phillip
Brilling, Jr. and sister, Mary Kellogg; five grandchildren, John B. “J.B.” (Smriti), Alison,
Michael “Mickey”, Andrew (Christine), and Matthew Horgan; two great-grandchildren,
Siobhan (JB) and Vance (Andrew); dozens of nieces and nephews; and many close
friends. He is also survived by hundreds of stories, humorous quips, and jokes that have
already been passed down through generations. He joins in eternal rest his father, Phillip
Brilling, Sr., his mother, the former Genevieve Hall, his sister, Helen “Joyce” Hartung, and
life-long best friends, Ulisse “Sonny” and Alfred “Jiggs” Canale.

Jack is a 1947 graduate of Glens Falls High School, having attended at some point every
then-existing public elementary school in the Glens Falls School District. Prior to
graduation, he served with distinction in the United States Navy in the Pacific Theater
during the Second World War, including at the Battle of Leyte Gulf. He worked at Finch,
Pruyn & Co. in Glens Falls for 37 years, rising from laborer to management before retiring
in 1987. He was a fourth-degree Knight of Columbus and a loyal parishioner of St.
Alphonsus in Glens Falls for four decades, where he (and Gloria) founded and then ran
bingo night, managed the parish bazaar, co-chaired the parish’s Bishop’s Appeal
fundraising, and served as parish trustee for many of those years.

He and Gloria began second careers in 1987; both took early retirement options and
moved in with their daughter, son-in-law, and grandchildren. Jack and Gloria were a
second set of parents for their grandchildren, with Jack specializing in chauffeur,
model/diorama/woodworking, and school project duties. Known as Popi and Noni, they

were fixtures volunteering at pizza lunch at the Montessori School of Albany, and in the
stands at Christian Bothers Academy basketball games, for almost 20 years. Additionally,
Jack built a summer home in York Beach, Maine, where he and Gloria spent every
summer with their grandchildren, teaching each of them to drive, as well as to play golf.

He lived every day in accordance with Christ’s command to love one another, and
provided all who knew him with a clear exemplar of a man committed to the Catholic faith
in both word and deed. He will be missed greatly, but will live on in our memories; we
know that we will see him again one day.
Family and friends may call from 4–7 pm on Thursday, February 21, 2019 at the Regan
Denny Stafford Funeral Home, 53 Quaker Road, Queensbury.
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at 11 am on Friday, February 22, 2019 at St.
Francis of Assisi Parish, 95 Fourth Ave., Albany, New York 12202.
Burial will be in the spring in St. Alphonsus Cemetery, Queensbury.
Donations in Jack’s memory may be made to St. Francis of Assisi Church, 391 Delaware,
Albany, NY 12209 or The Peter G. Young Foundation, Inc., 428 Duane Ave., Schenectady,
NY 12304.
Those who wish may make online condolences at sbfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Dear Gloria and Jackie,
With special Love and Respect to a wonderful man who was my first boss at Finch
Pruyn.
He was so kind when I had to take my son to Shriner's Hospital so many times
during my employment there. He was always so positive. Beth loved her job in the
summer taking care of the grandchildren in Albany, Glens Falls as well as the ocean.
This man will be missed by many and I am so sorry that I missed the obituary in the
paper other wise I would have gone to the wake. Our family lost our mom this Dec.
she was 97. God bless you all and our prayers are with you.
Elaine and Fran Sweenor

Elaine Sweenor - February 22, 2019 at 04:45 PM

“

Goria and family. Sadly to hear of the passing of jack. My wife Liz and I send out
prayers and condolences to the family. Sadly to say we are down in South Carolina
visiting our daughter and great grandson. We won’t fly back till March 1st. Jack was a
great husband and dad. Sorry we will not be able to attend his funeral.

gary and elizabeth roberts - February 22, 2019 at 07:30 AM

“

To the Brilling Family:
I am truly sorry for your loss, I only knew "Jack" a short time, while rehabing at Our
Lady Of Mercy in Guilderland. A true gentleman who knew how to keep ones
interest. The stories were awesome. A man committed to his faith & family was an
example for anyone to follow. I had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Brilling, his wife,
Gloria and many of family. When I left, he told me he was sorry to see me go. That
made a deep impression on me. Laughing, I told him " Your sorry because I'm the
only one that makes you coffee right. He laughed too.
Would like a attend the services for "Jack" but still on the disabled list.
Again my thoughts and prayers are for "Jack" and his family and friends.
Charles Whalen

CHARLES WHALEN - February 21, 2019 at 08:39 PM

“

Dear Friends,
I was saddened to read of Mr. Brilling's passing.
May your happy, precious memories give you strength, comfort, and peace.
Please know that you all are in my thoughts and prayers.
Warmly,
Kathy DeSantis Thomson

Kathleen - February 21, 2019 at 06:55 PM

“

Jackie,
Please accept my condolences for your family's loss.
Tara Novak

Tara - February 21, 2019 at 05:04 PM

“

Dear Gloria and Jackie,
I wanted to send my condolences to you and your family. I just read the Post Star
and saw that Jack had passed. He was a great man. They don't make men like him
anymore. I moved to Maryland last year so I won't be able to attend. Mom is in the
Washington Center in Argyle since 2016. I will be thinking of you.
Hugs and Love to You
Your Cousin
Pam (Spellacy) Brown

Pamela Higgins-Brown - February 21, 2019 at 04:45 PM

“

Gloria, Jackie, and family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. We are so fortunate to have met such a great man
as Jack.
Fondly
Paul and Gail
Paul - February 21, 2019 at 07:58 PM

“

Dear Jackie, I'm so very sorry for your great. loss. My prayers for you and your family for
comfort and peace during this trying time.
Kathy Hein
Kathy Hein - February 24, 2019 at 10:32 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of Jacks death we will miss seeing him at AMCH...Sheila Hart
Sheila Hart - March 01, 2019 at 04:07 PM

