John B. Kinum
January 15, 1933 - May 10, 2020

Albany - John B. Kinum, 87, passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 10, 2020 at the
Teresian House in Albany.
Born in Albany, NY on January 15, 1933, he was the son of the late Alida and Frank
Kinum. He was raised in Albany, NY and attended Milne High School, graduating in 1951.
He later attended Tufts University in Medford, MA, graduating in 1955. While at Tufts, he
met his classmate, Rosemarie Daghlian and in 1957, before graduating from Albany Law
School in 1958, John and Rosemarie were married in Watertown, MA.
John and Rosemarie were married for over 57 years until her death in December, 2014.
The family takes comfort in that John decided to join Rosemarie on Mother’s Day. For
anyone who knew them, it is very sweet and fitting.
John is survived by his son, Michael L. Kinum (Thessaly) of Delmar, NY, his daughter,
Deborah A. Rondeau (Carlton) of Woodstock, CT and his grandchildren, William H. Kinum
of Glendale, AZ and Samuel B. Kinum of Delmar, NY.
John loved spending time with his family at their summer home in Cape Cod and later on
his boat on Lake George. Favorite activities included going to the Craigville Beach with his
children, fishing at his favorite spot off of the tip of Long Island on Lake George, skiing and
playing golf.
More than anything, John loved spending time having fun with his grandchildren, attending
their baseball and football games and music recitals and later taking them skiing and to
play golf. He loved that while his grandchildren were in elementary school, they had
breakfast with him and Rosemarie each morning before picking up the bus. John instilled
his love for the Yankees into both of his grandchildren, much to the chagrin of Rosemarie,
a life-long Red Sox fan.
John had a unique and diverse legal career. He was inducted into the United States Army
in September of 1958 and, after graduating from the Judge Advocate General’s School in
Charlottesville, VA, he served as a trial judge advocate in both the United States and in
Germany. Rising to the rank of Captain, John finished his military career on the faculty at
West Point as an instructor of military law, constitutional law and international law. Upon
returning to Albany in the late 1960’s, he and the late Walter B. Langley formed their own
law firm, Langley and Kinum. After Mr. Langley’s death in 1974, John joined McNamee,

Lochner, Titus & Williams, P.C., where he remained for nearly four decades and served as
the Firm’s President.
John was a former member of the New York State Bar Association, where he served as
Chairman of the Banking Law Committee, an Officer of the Business Law Section, a
Member of the House of Delegates, and a Member of the NYS Bar Foundation. He was
both a Director and President of the Albany County Bar Association, plus the Treasurer of
the Albany County Bar Foundation. Upon learning of John’s passing, Glen Doherty said, “I
served under John as an officer of the Albany County Bar Association and later worked as
his law partner. He was my mentor and friend. He always was, and will be remembered
as, a gentleman and lawyer in the finest sense.”
John was also active in civic affairs, having served as a director of the Salvation Army, a
member of the Realty Service Board of the Center for the Disabled, a director of the
Albany Symphony Orchestra, and numerous other civic organizations. He was an active
member of the Westminster Presbyterian Church for over 65 years, having served on the
Church Board and as President of the Board of Trustees on several occasions.
The family will hold a private service at the Tebbutt Funeral Home. Interment is also
private. At a future date, the family will hold a public memorial service to celebrate John’s
life.
The family would like to thank the staff at the Teresian House who took such great care of
John during his time there, especially in his last few days. In lieu of flowers, donations in
John’s memory may be made to either Teresian House Center for the Elderly, 200
Washington Avenue Extension, Albany, NY, 12203 or to Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 262 State St. Albany, NY 12210.

Comments

“

My condolences to your family! John was a wonderful neighbor and friend! We had
so many wonderful memories of Brightonwood get togethers. Also John got me a
summer job at MLTW for which I have always been very grateful.Linda and I had a
nice visit with him when he was at Atria! He will be very much missed!

Charlotte Rounds - June 11 at 12:41 PM

“

My sincere condolences. John was a wonderful member of the Westminster Board of
Trustees while I was Board President, and ge continued to provide wise and sound
advice to the Trustees and the church whenever asked. I loved being around John—
he was bright, learned, supportive and really funny at times. Peter and I will miss him
tremendously.

Nancy Burton - May 21 at 05:25 PM

“

Dear Mike, Debbie & family,
Our hearts are saddened to learn of your Dad's passing. Your Dad was kind and
thoughtful, just a true a gentleman that we were so fortunate to have the pleasure of
knowing as well as your Mom. They were special people and now will be together
once again. Please know that our love and prayers are with you all. He'll be missed
by all of us.
Diane & John Beverly

Diane Beverly - May 16 at 09:23 PM

“

Michael and Family: Your father was a true leader in our legal community and a
genuinely kind person. I had great respect for him and anyone who knew him was
aware of how much he loved his family and cherished his grandchildren. Your family
is in my prayers at this sad time. With deep sympathy, Vicki Graffeo

Victoria Graffeo - May 16 at 07:38 PM

“

Michael and Family, I am so sorry for your loss. Mr. K was one of the kindest
attorneys I have had the pleasure to work with.
Teri Naglieri

Teri Naglieri - May 15 at 03:04 PM

“

Michael and family. We were saddened to learn of John’s passing. He was truly a
terrific person and a much admired professional. He will be missed by many and his
positive attitude will live on in the hearts of many more. God bless and we will keep
you in our thoughts and prayers.
Bob and Gail Dollar

Robert G. Dollar - May 15 at 09:57 AM

“

Michael, Deborah and Family, I am so sorry to hear about your Dad's passing. He
was a wonderful boss and friend. It was an honor and privilege to work for him for
over 14+ years and I have so many fond memories of him and his dry sense of
humor. The world is now missing another sweet, kind, considerate gentleman. Mimi
and Don

Mimi Curry-Romano - May 13 at 02:11 PM

“

Michael and Family, I am saddened to learn of your Dad's passing. He was always
kind to me and I truly enjoyed our work outs at the Fort. His contributions to our Bar
Association are forever etched into our practices and into our community. He
continues to watch over all of us. My prayers are with you. r

Peter Crummey - May 13 at 01:49 PM

“

I was saddened to read of John’s passing. In addition to being an outstanding
Attorney, John also served his community in many positive ways. My heartfelt
condolences to all of his family. Fred Field

Fred Field - May 13 at 12:20 PM

“

Michael; My condolences to you and your family. I have only fond memories when
thinking of your dad. He was always very nice to me as a started out @ NYBDC. He
took the time to explain things to me, when I had questions. He was a hoot & a
gentleman all rolled up into 1.
Sending prayers for your loss......Lynda DeBell

Lynda DeBell - May 13 at 12:20 PM

“

My condolences to you and your family. Your father was a great man and mentor to
me at the McNamee firm and a great friend. Our prayers are with you.
Rich and Carol Miller

RICHARD J MILLER - May 13 at 11:20 AM

“

Dear Michael, to you and your family, so sorry about your dad s passing. Stan and I
had many good times with your mom and dad. They were often allies in the firm. I
have lots of good memories.
Lovely obituary. So glad your dad got to enjoy his grandkids.
Thinking of you
Ro Rosen

Rosemarie Rosen - May 13 at 11:09 AM

“

Dear Michael and Debbie, I was so sorry to learn about your father's death. He made so
many contributions to the well-being of Westminster Presbyterian Church. Here is one story
I will always remember: if anyone would leave all of their estate to the Church, your father
would waive all of his legal fees.
It was a wonderful obituary, reminding all of us of what your father did.
You and the rest of the family will be my thoughts and prayers.
Lois Wilson, Westminster member and former Glenmont resident
Lois Wilson - May 14 at 08:01 PM

“

John was a great advocate for lawyers and a gentleman.He shined as Albany County
Bar Assn president and had a warm greeting everytime i saw him.May God Bless.
Jim Kelly

matthew kelly - May 13 at 09:44 AM

