Lee Howard Petteys
March 31, 1934 - July 17, 2022

Lee Howard Petteys of Fortsville retired on July 17, 2022. Industrious right to the end, Lee
left this world
exactly how he wanted, in a pair of jeans working. He was 88.
Born March 31, 1934 to Howard and Madeleine Petteys in Glens Falls, New York, Lee
was a quiet man but
came alive over a game of Pitch. And while the tears didn’t come easy, take down an 8point buck with him
in the woods, and you’d see the eyes get glassy and you might even get a hug.
He could be defined by his love for the Lord and his family, especially his wife of 66 years,
Rosella, a
Schuylerville girl he met at the Durkee Town Square Dance one spring evening. They had
six children
together.
Lee joined the U.S. Navy at the age of 17 in 1951, traveling the world and serving in the
Korean War before
being honorably discharged in 1955.
Looking to build his home, Lee bought a sawmill with his father Howard in 1958. But
before he could get to
building, folks driving past would stop and ask to buy his lumber. So, he just kept sawing
and selling,
building, and growing. In 1980, his son Vincent joined him as a partner in the family
business, Petteys
Sawmill.
Lee lived many lives during his 88 years: dairy farmer, fire fighter, member of the Lathers
Union, the Albany
Carpenters Union (Local 370) and the Masons, tractor restorer, lumberjack, deer hunter,
beekeeper,
fisherman, gardener, house builder and more.
He was also a great student of the scriptures, poring over his well-worn Bible, believing
and “looking for that

blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.”
Titus 2:13
Lee is predeceased by granddaughter, Bethany Petteys of Gansevoort; brothers Scott
Petteys of Corinth and
Mark Petteys of Wilton; and sister Carla Brown of South Glens Falls.
Survivors include his loving wife, Rosella Petteys of Fortsville; and his six children,
Michael [Linda] Petteys of
Gansevoort, Vincent [Sherrie] Petteys of Wilton, Wade [Jeanie] Petteys of Corinth,
Kathleen Petteys of
Churchville, Lee [Jodi] Petteys of Gansevoort and Martin [Martha] Petteys of Gansevoort.
He was loved by his grandchildren Bert, Jill, Sara, Erin, Caitlyn, Ellen, Emily, Rachel,
Abigail, Samuel and
Lilian and his many great grandchildren, sisters; brothers; nieces, and nephews.
Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 21, 2022 at the Pine Knolls
Alliance Church,
Gansevoort Road, South Glens Falls. Calling hours are 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 20, 2022 at
the Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home, 53 Quaker Road, Queensbury. Burial with
military honors will be
private and at the convenience of the family. Donations in Lee’s honor may be made to St.
Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 2 Pine West Plaza, #202, Albany, NY 12205.
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Tribute Wall

HM

I remember Lee as a quiet thoughtful man and a dear friend of the Merchant
family. May the many wonderful memories of Lee be a blessing to his family and
friends. Helen Bennett Meehan
Helen Bennett Meehan - July 27 at 10:16 AM

PR

May you remember all the good times and consult them when you are down.
Much love to the Petteys family especially our dear friends Lee and Jodi. Your
fellow friends at Cobb Hill, Veronica and Patrick
Patrick Ross - July 26 at 10:48 AM

RC

Vinnie,Sherrie,and family, sincere condolences to you all. Lee was a true
gentleman and one hard working man. Our deepest sympathy, Richard and Lisa
Richard Carruthers - July 21 at 03:40 PM

BA

I met Lee in 1979 at the old sawmill - I was trying to gat a farm going and needed
lumber - 45 years later I always seem to need a special board cut and I could
count on Vinnie and Lee to help me out. During our 40 plus year relationship our
children became friends with Rose and Lee's children - For me Lee Petteys was a
person to look up to - I will miss him.
Bill Amadon - July 21 at 06:02 AM

SC

Best lumber this side of the Mississippi. We are truly missing a legend. Our thoughts
and prayers to you all. Scott & Gina Crumley
Scott Crumley - July 21 at 08:54 AM

KT

Lee, Jodi and family. We are so very sorry for your loss. We send you and your
family our love and sincere condolences. Kim and Paul Terpening
Kim Terpening - July 20 at 08:49 PM

EE

Lee was one of the hardest working men I have ever known. Men 50 years his
junior just shook their heads wondering how he could work so hard.
I remember whenever Lee was up to Chippewa and somebody shot a buck; I
think Lee was happier than that person. Lee said something to me once that I will
always remember: "Forty years ago, I ran through the woods following an
Ellithorpe to get on watch and now I am doing it again forty years later."
My condolences to the entire Petteys family. You have lost "One of a Kind."
With my deepest sympathy, Ernie Ellithorpe, Lake Placid
Ernie Ellithorpe - July 20 at 07:54 PM

CB

There are no words to express my sorrow for the family's loss of Lee, especially
my dear friend, Rose. He was a wonderful neighbor, and it's so ironic that he
collapsed just as Don did, using the weed trimmer. My thoughts are with you
Carol Bromley - July 20 at 09:51 AM

RB

My thoughts and prayers to the Petteys Family! God Speed Lee!
Robin Beagle - July 20 at 09:11 AM

