Michael Harold (Bushey) Busch
May 6, 1953 - May 13, 2019

Glens Falls - Michael Harold (Bushey) Busch joined his Mom and Dad in the afterlife on
Monday, May 13, at the age of 66, surrounded by his loving family at his lifelong residence
on Prospect Street in Glens Falls.
Born on May 6th, 1953, Mike was the son of the late Harold (Skip) and Flora (Sulette)
Busch.
Known for his quick wit and high-spirited humor, Mike has been described as an icon, a
happening, a presence, a great friend, the life of the party, and a wonderful brother. It
would not be a stretch to assume that James Burrows, the renowned director of Cheers,
had patterned the character of Norm after Mike. When he entered a room, faces would
light up and smiles would appear as he shook hands, kissed babies and tousled the hair
of young boys. Always the center of conversation, Mike could turn any gathering of family
or friends into his own comedy club appearance. He had a Jeopardy-like memory for
people, places and events, and could spin stories for hours on end that were personal,
poignant and often hilarious. No one was spared Mike’s satirical tongue, including his 98year old Aunt Lucy, to whom he remained a devoted and dedicated nephew until his
passing.
A graduate of Albany Business College, Mike retired from the State of New York in 2013
after 35 years of service as an Information Technology and Services Professional in the
Department of Corrections. His time in Corrections became rich fodder for many of the
yarns he used to entertain his friends. He also spent time as a 20-year member of the
security team at the Glens Falls Civic Center. Mike had a passion for all things electronic.
It was difficult to maneuver through his home without bumping into a computer, a monitor,
a modem, or a security camera display. To the chagrin of some family members he
shunned the hometown baseball teams and grew up as a Boston Red Sox fan. Mike loved
following local high school sports, and especially enjoyed rooting for the 2018-19 Glens
Falls football and basketball teams. He would often invite friends over to view the live
stream as the team advanced to the state basketball finals. After retirement, woodworking
in his basement with an impressive array of power tools provided solace and enjoyment.
Another of Mike’s interests was local politics where he represented the 1st Ward on the
Glens Falls City Council for eight years and was a past President of the Abraham Wing

School Board. Mike was also thoroughly versed on national political issues and often
engaged in spirited debate with his sister and brother-in-law, sometimes resulting in the
good-natured blocking of the Fox News channel on his home TV prior to their visits.
Norm’s signature, “It’s a dog-eat-dog world, Sammy, and I’m wearing Milk Bone
underwear” might be an appropriate description of the health challenges Mike combatted
over the last seven years. And combatted was the word that best described the dignity
and grace he displayed as he took several “nine counts” before rising from the mat time
and again to continue the fight.
In addition to his parents, Mike was pre-deceased by Aunts Mary, Antoinette and Sara
Sulette, Helen Ryan, and Uncle Guy Sulette.
Survivors include Mike’s sisters Mary Anne (Kevin) Collins and Patty Busch of Canton,
OH, Aunt Lucy Sulette of Queensbury, nephews Casey (Alexis) Collins of Eden Prairie,
MN, and Chris (Chelsea) Collins of Phoenix, AZ, and cousins, Linda Stachnick of Latham
and Tim (Kathy) Stachnick of Niskayuna. Friendship was Mike’s most precious
possession. Thank you to his “second family” Jack, Sharon, Tom, Karen and Lisa Morphis
and Marianne Mahoney, as well as Cheri and Bob Kory, Clark and Kathy Wooley and
numerous friends who have assisted during this difficult time.
Special thanks are extended to Linda Stachnick, June Gaulin, Lisa Bombard, Ashley
Schusteritsch and Sue Mattison, whose compassionate care helped Mike through his final
days.
Friends and family may call to pay their final respects at the Singleton Sullivan Potter
Funeral Home, 407 Bay Road, Queensbury, from 4 – 7 PM on Thursday, May 23.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be offered at St. Mary’s Church in Glens Falls at 10:00 AM
on Friday, May 24, followed by a burial service at St. Mary’s Cemetery in So. Glens Falls.
In lieu of flowers the family asks that donations be made to Prospect Center, 133 Aviation
Rd., Queensbury, NY. Checks may be made out to Prospect Foundation.
Those who wish may make online condolences at sbfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Bushey's passing. I have a lot of great memories of growing up in
the East end. Basketball and baseball pick up games at East field, or just hanging
out on one of the neighborhood porches of our numerous east end buds. My
thoughts and prayers are with the Busch family.

Wayne Brownell - May 25 at 08:42 AM

“

My sincere condolences to Mike's family. The little I knew Mike from working at
Corrections was impressionable. What a wonderful man and always willing to help
with a problem. RIP Mike

Helen Burl - May 25 at 06:04 AM

“

so many wonderful tributes to the best of the best!
Ellen McCarthy Cleary

ellen mccafrthy cleary - May 23 at 07:31 PM

“

Such a shock to hear of Mike's passing. He used to keep me entertained while I was
waiting for my friend Vicky, to get out of work. I knew why she thought so much of
him- he had a big heart and a wonderful personality. Always had me laughing. I'm
sure Vic's in heaven waiting for him with a huge hug.. My deepest sympathy to his
family and close friends ~a huge loss for sure.

Diana Sharac - May 23 at 04:11 PM

“

Spent many a day in the old K of C playing basketball with Mike. He was a great shooter!!
Will miss you my friend!
Peter Brown - May 23 at 11:39 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. I only met Michael once, at my sister Vicky's funeral. But I
heard many stores about him, from her. He would call her to remind her Two & A Half
Men was coming on & not to miss it. She always had a smile on her face when she
talked about him. I know she's in heaven greeting him with open arms. Rest in peace
Michael, you were a beautiful soul.

Yvonne Colache - May 23 at 02:37 PM

“

I worked with Mike for many years at DOCCS and had so many laughs. His obituary
is such a wonderful example of the man he was and his quick wit. I'll never forget
when I won a 50/50 raffle at one of our DOCCS Christmas parties and had to go in
front of probably 400 people to retrieve my winnings. When I got back to my seat
next to Mike at the table - he was smirking and I asked him what was the matter and
he said "It's probably too late to tell you that your dress was stuck in the back of your
pantyhose" - well of course it wasn't but Mike always knew how to make people
laugh. We've lost touch after our close friend Vicky passed away and I'm sorry I didn't
get to say goodbye. RIP Mike.

Donna LaChance - May 23 at 09:47 AM

“

Mike had so much to offer. His wisdom, enthusiasm and dedication will be sorely
missed. I looked forward to School Board meetings when Mike served on the Board!!
Thoughts and prayers go out to the family. Ella Collins

Ella Collins - May 23 at 08:41 AM

“

You were a bright light for me at DOCCS and I’ll never forget you Mike. Rest In
Peace my friend.
Chad Smith

Chad Smith - May 23 at 06:27 AM

“

It was a shock to hear of Mike's passing. He was a work acquaintance, a man with a
positive effect on those around him. The creators of his obituary are to be
commended as they did a wonderful job of capturing Mike. My condolences to his
family: his passing is truly a loss to his community and this world, but God willing we
will all laugh together again one day.

Dave Gallagher - May 21 at 07:41 PM

“

Very saddened to hear of Bushey's passing. He was a special and unique person
who was admired by all that knew him. I was a classmate and teammate at St.
Mary's with Bushey and was grateful to have the time to get to know him at a point in
life when personality and character are forming and he had both in spades.
Jerry Dooley

Jerry Dooley - May 20 at 05:45 PM

“

May God continue to hold my friend Mike Busch close in the palm of his hand and
may his life in heaven be spent in the presence of his Mom & Dad, family & friends. I
was proud to serve with Bushey for 8 years on the Glens Falls Common Council. I
was proud and pleased that Michael would always invite me, a 5th Ward guy, to join
him and his First Ward colleagues for the annual Thanksgiving Eve Pub Crawl, a
honor not freely extended to many outside of the East End. Mike's timely wit and
sincerity for those that he was elected to serve often helped us get through some
difficult times and spirited debates on the Glens Falls Common Council. His
commitment to the community was also evident by his service on the School Board
and countless acts of kindness; often for friends and neighbors who were
experiencing times of crisis and despair. At Mr. Morphis funeral mass, I joked with
him, asking if he was aware that mass was no longer said in Latin. My wife Tawn, our
son Sean and I are on a flight to Louisville, Kentucky on Thursday morning for a
weekend wedding. I will honor Mike's request with a donation to the Prospect
Foundation as well as making a contribution to the St. Mary's Church Food Pantry in
his name. God Bless Mike and His Family.
Bennet F. "Ben" Driscoll, Jr.
Warren County Board of Supervisors
City of Glens Falls
driscollb@verizon.net

Bennet Driscoll - May 20 at 04:23 PM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing Bushey, for we met when I was in college and we had
mutual friends. He always had a smile on his face. Prayers to the family during this
difficult time.
Warm regards,
Leesa Knoblauch Stiller

Leesa Knoblauch - May 20 at 02:46 PM

“

RIP, Mike. I will always remember working security shifts with you at Red Wings
games and concerts, especially The Who. You will be missed. - Bruce O’Leary

Bruce O’Leary - May 20 at 06:41 AM

“

Mike...running into you always brightened my day...Godspeed.

pete - May 19 at 04:52 PM

“

I can’t remember the last time I saw Bushey but he sure left strong and fond
memories of our nearly daily interactions growing up as Eastenders at the Morphis’
on Leonard Street, drinking soda on the steps of Marguerite Reed’s store at the
corner of Lawrence and McDonald Streets, playing basketball at East field, and
attending school at St. Mary’s.
Mike Bush will be remembered as a good and decent person who loved his family,
his City, the East End community, and as a good friend to his mean- many- many
friends.
The world would be a better place if there were more people like Michael Bush.
Bushey will be missed but not forgotten.

Bob O’Leary - May 19 at 07:00 AM

“

simply the best! had so much fun with Bushey in high school-fond memories. He was
a great friend to all and so well loved. H ave had him in my thoughts and prayers the
last few weeks. Gratitude always to the Morphis family

ellen cleary - May 18 at 09:10 PM

“

We both worked at Mt. McGregor for a long time and Mike was a funny guy who
could make anyone laugh. He will be missed by everyone who knew him. I will keep
you all in my thoughts and prayers.

Jim Lant - May 18 at 12:23 PM

“

I can't believe he has left us. I worked with Mike at Mt. McGregor and was so happy
for him when he started working in DOCS Center Office doing what he loved,
working with computer programs and people. He was a jokester and could
sometimes frustrate you since he would not be serious when you wanted him to be.
He put together a marvelous video of my Retirement Party when I left McGregor and
I'll be forever grateful to him for that. I will think of him often. Karen D.

KAREN DANCHO - May 18 at 11:55 AM

“

I’m so saddened by losing this beautiful, fun loving man. Such a great friend to my
brother Dave Strader and to all my family through many many years. We all loved
hanging in his yard Fourth of July for fireworks. He had an amazing singing voice and
always made me laugh. Rest In Peace my friend. Love you. Debbie Mazza

Debbie Mazza - May 17 at 08:29 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear beloved Michael passed away. Heartbroken. May his kind
Spirit soar and his humor entertain the Angels.
Much love,
The Caldwell's
Steve, Debbie,
Taylor & MaryKelly

Debbie Caldwell - May 17 at 07:30 PM

