Paul J Donzelli
November 4, 1980 - January 15, 2022

SchenectadyPaul J. Donzelli passed away on Saturday , January 15, 2022. He was 41 years old. Paul
was born in Brooklyn, New York and moved up to Schenectady with his family when he
was ten years of age. Paul attended Schenectady Christian School through grade 12 and
then attended Dominican College for two years. His interest in school was business
marketing. Paul was always physically fit and played soccer, baseball and track
throughout high school and baseball in college. Anyone who knew Paul knew that he had
a real talent for sales. For many years he worked for a solar company. Paul was humble
but was very charismatic. He could walk into a room filled with people and light up that
room with his smile. He also had a great sense of humor. Paul was predeceased by his
father, Pastor Dan Donzelli and his grandparents Joseph and Marie Donzelli and Julio and
Anita Giulietti. Paul is survived by his mother, Norma Donzelli, and his sister Suzanne
Cerniglia (Sal), his nephew Caleb and nieces Grace and Juliette Cerniglia. There are also
many aunts, uncles and cousins. Relatives and friends are invited to calling hours on
Saturday, January 22 from 10 am to 11am, with a service to follow at 11am. All are invited
Griswold Funeral Home
1867 State Street
Schenectady NY 12304
518-374-6188
Memorial Service for Paul J Donzelli - 1/22/2022 - Griswold Funeral Home in Schenectady
NY
Link for Live Broadcast for those whom reside a far distance away. The link will “go live” at
approximately 10:00am EST on 1/22/2022.
https://youtu.be/DwdkgU0_9xM

Previous Events
Visitation
JAN 22. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)
Griswold Funeral Home
1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304
info@sbfuneralhome.com
https://sbfuneralhome.com

Memorial Service
JAN 22. 11:00 AM (ET)
Griswold Funeral Home
1867 State Street
Schenectady, NY 12304
info@sbfuneralhome.com
https://sbfuneralhome.com

Tribute Wall
Scott & Barbieri Family Funeral Homes created a Webcast in memory of Paul J
Donzelli

Scott & Barbieri Family Funeral Homes - January 19 at 08:52 AM

BW

Paul, you were my friend and my brother. I’m going to miss you so much. You were
always the coolest guy in the room. I remember meeting you and just hoping to be a
part of your circle.
You could walk into a room and one flash of that smile would bring joy to everyone
there. You were the embodiment of charisma. There wasn’t anyone who didn’t love
Paul Donzelli. You were kind and gentle, humble and wise.
I remember playing basketball together so many times. I still think about the night
when we took a break from playing and started talking jiujitsu. You said you could take
any of us down. I laughed and said I’d take the challenge. I only needed to last a
minute and figured there was no chance I wouldn’t. 3 seconds in, I was on the ground
tapping out as you managed to use my own arm to choke me out!
I remember so many things…
100mph on the back of your motorcycle with a tiny helmet on in the rain..maybe not
our best decision but you embraced living like no one else.
One of the scariest days of my life when you crashed head-on on your motorcycle into
a Honda and flew 110ft in the air. I felt like the slowest runner on earth as I ran to you. I
held you in my lap, we were covered in blood as I and prayed and prayed. God saved
you and I’m so grateful he did.
The nights we sat and talked about God, sports, business…life. You encouraged me to
break out of my shell. You encouraged me to walk closer to God.
Remember when you argued that girls like chubby guys and decided to “get fat?”
So smart, so talented, so charismatic, so loyal, so humble, so much fun to be around.
It was so obvious how you loved the Lord, loved your wonderful family, loved your
friends and loved life.
I love you, Paul. I wish we had talked more recently. I wish we spent more time
together. I wish I could see you one more time. I’m going to miss you but I know we’ll
see each other again. While I fight through the tears, I know you’re safe in the arms of
Jesus. I know you’re getting the chance to hug your dad, throw a baseball with him,
reunited in the best place you can be. I’m going to selfishly miss you like crazy. You
were one of a kind and I’ll miss you so much.
You’re still teaching us and talking to us. I will take the opportunities. I will do it now.
Thanks to you. I love you, pal. See you again.
Billy Wey - January 21 at 02:03 PM

Paul was a very talented sales person…he would knock on doors in the middle of
the winter when it was snowing out and generate appointments out of thin air. He
was very charismatic and the customers always liked him in the appointment
always stuck…He would get an appointment with the first door he knocked on
and nothing could stop him . When he spoke people just wanted to listen to him
and everything that came out of his mouth sounded true . He would generate
appointments at houses that not even the most talented sales person could
achieve…And everyone always got along with him and said how much they liked
the guy who knocked on their door to make the appointment. He really believed in
selling solar and he had the potential to be a millionaire. I told him that every time
I saw him. When he used to speak at the meetings he always had a very good
word of advice or sales technique to share with the team. He knew solar like the
back of his hand and could make it simple so that anybody could understand it.
I’m still closing deals from appointments that Paul created over a year ago.
I remember one day it was 10° outside and I was running an appointment for Paul
in a neighborhood …and I saw a guy walking down the street knocking on doors
and I didn’t realize it was Paul…. and he didn’t realize it was me either …and he
walked right past my car and just kept on knocking… and I remember looking up
in my warm car and he was covered in snow but he didn’t care …he always knew
he had to do what it took to get the job done… In the more doors he knocked on
the more appointments he would book and he would never let the weather or
peoples rudeness affect his mood or drive…. I’m very sad to hear of his passing
and I will never forget him.
Dominick Viscusi - January 24 at 03:31 PM

RS

Paul, you were a great friend, a gracious brother in the Lord and one of the
warmest people I have ever met. You will be missed dearly, but I look forward to
seeing you on the other side!
To the Donzelli's, Love and Prayers for your family during this difficult time.
Rory Scranton - January 22 at 10:45 AM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Paul J
Donzelli.

January 21 at 08:04 PM
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Paul, you were my friend and my brother. I’m going to miss you so much. You
were always the coolest guy in the room. I remember meeting you and just
hoping to be a part of your circle.
You could walk into a room and one flash of that smile would bring joy to
everyone there. You were the embodiment of charisma. There wasn’t anyone
who didn’t love Paul Donzelli. You were kind and gentle, humble and wise.
I remember playing basketball together so many times. I still think about the night
when we took a break from playing and started talking jiujitsu. You said you could
take any of us down. I laughed and said I’d take the challenge. I only needed to
last a minute and figured there was no chance I wouldn’t. 3 seconds in, I was on
the ground tapping out as you managed to use my own arm to choke me out!
I remember so many things…
100mph on the back of your motorcycle with a tiny helmet on in the rain..maybe
not our best decision but you embraced living like no one else.
One of the scariest days of my life when you crashed head-on on your motorcycle
into a Honda and flew 110ft in the air. I felt like the slowest runner on earth as I
ran to you. I held you in my lap, we were covered in blood as I and prayed and
prayed. God saved you and I’m so grateful he did.
The nights we sat and talked about God, sports, business…life. You encouraged
me to break out of my shell. You encouraged me to walk closer to God.
Remember when you argued that girls like chubby guys and decided to “get fat?”

So smart, so talented, so charismatic, so loyal, so humble, so much fun to be
around.
It was so obvious how you loved the Lord, loved your wonderful family, loved your
friends and loved life.
I love you, Paul. I wish we had talked more recently. I wish we spent more time
together. I wish I could see you one more time. I’m going to miss you but I know
we’ll see each other again. While I fight through the tears, I know you’re safe in
the arms of Jesus. I know you’re getting the chance to hug your dad, throw a
baseball with him, reunited in the best place you can be. I’m going to selfishly
miss you like crazy. You were one of a kind and I’ll miss you so much.
You’re still teaching us and talking to us. I will take the opportunities. I will do it
now. Thanks to you. I love you, pal. See you again.

Billy Wey - January 21 at 02:05 PM

IM

Mrs. Donzelli,
I have such fond memories of Paul. I always admired his athletic ability and his
hard work during practice and games, but it was his confidence and openness
that drew people to him. Praying for you in this heartbreak.
-Ian Milne
Ian Milne - January 21 at 01:46 PM



Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Paul J
Donzelli.

January 21 at 01:24 PM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Paul J Donzelli.

January 21 at 12:45 PM

MM

Dear Norma, Suzanne, Sal and family,
Heaven is being populated by some very special people. Paul is one of them.
My sons so enjoyed their friendship with Paul through their school years and
beyond.
His humor, his humility, and his crazy antics had this family drawn in and
entertained over and over. Paul will be sorely missed. May God’s great grace
pour over you, strengthening you and giving you peace that passes
understanding. You are loved.
Mary Lou Magil and family
mary lou magil - January 20 at 02:17 PM



Divine Light was purchased for the family of Paul J Donzelli.

January 19 at 09:31 PM



Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Paul J
Donzelli.

January 19 at 06:35 PM

AS

Paul will be dearly missed by all. I remember Paul from our younger years and
from when his Dad passed away. He was easy to talk to and loved playing sports.
To the Donzelli and Cerniglia family, our hearts are broken for you. We will
continue to pray for you during this time of grief. We love you all!
Avis Sanchez - January 19 at 05:09 PM



Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family
of Paul J Donzelli.

January 19 at 04:28 PM

WF

I was saddened to read about Paul's passing. I remember him from Schenectady
Babe Ruth many years ago. He was an incredible baseball player. We always
said "Donzelli has 'wheels!" because he was such a great runner. During the final
playoff game, my son Tim who was not a great runner, was on third base and
Paul was on first. The game was in extra innings and was tied. I was announcing
the game. The opposing pitcher was keeping his eyes on Paul. Since I was up in
the announcing booth, I saw that the coach was sending my son lumbering down
the third base side. The pitcher kept sending the ball over to first base, trying to
get Paul out. Instead, my son scored the winning run because no one expected
Tim to score. It was so exciting. I tell that story all the time. In my mind, Paul will
always have wheels. My sincere condolences go out to your entire family.
Wanda Fischer
Schenectady
Wanda Fischer - January 19 at 10:35 AM

