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November 9, 1946 - July 21, 2022

Ralph “Chip” Downs II
Amsterdam – Ralph “Chip” Downs II, 75, passed away peacefully on Thursday, July 21st,
2022 at Ellis Hospital in Schenectady after a short illness with his devoted wife and family
by his side.
He was born in Ballston Spa on November 9, 1946, to the late Rosetta Peek Downs and
Ralph Downs Sr. He went to Scotia-Glenville School and resided in the Scotia Glenville
area for the majority of his life.
Over the years he owned D & R Reupholstering and Ralph’s Reupholstery. He also
worked for Regency Reupholstering and King Contract Seating.
In addition to his parents he was also predeceased by a brother, Randy Downs and sister,
Rosemary Merritt.
He is survived by his loving wife Denise Oathout Downs of 41 years; his five children,
Stephanie Downs, James Downs, Ronald Downs, Laura Madelon, and Paula (Mark) Marx;
seven grandchildren; 10 great grandchildren; his sister, Joyce Makara; and his brother,
Keith (Lois) Borst.
He loved to hunt, fish and spend time with his family and friends. He especially liked
talking to anyone he could. He adored his four spoiled cats and mother-in-law Jean
Oathout.
There will be no services per Ralph’s request. Memorial contribution may be made to the
American Cancer Society.
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Hello. Denise, and Stephanie, my sincere sympathies on the loss of your dear
husband and dad. Chip and I met at the church (Burnt Hills Baptist) within the last
couple of years to discuss maybe getting some additional pew cushions. He was
kind enough to meet me at the church and figured out the measurements and
price for us. Ultimately, it was decided not to purchase any more cushions at that
time. But I sincerely appreciated the time and effort he gave to us. My sympathy
to you and all your family. He was a very kind man. Sue Donahue
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