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Rita Tenace Froeschle
Schenectady – With her family around her, Rita Tenace Froeschle, 98, of Schenectady,
passed away on Saturday, January 25, 2020, at Kingsway Arms, Schenectady. Until the
age of 97 she had maintained her own home on Cordell Road, a home that she and her
husband built themselves in 1953.
Born in Albany on March 25, 1921, she was the daughter of the late Lewis and Cecilia
Quinn Parker. She was a lifelong area resident and attended local schools.
On October 1, 1940, Rita married Matthew J. Tenace. Rita took pride in raising and loving
her family and caring for her home. She enjoyed tending her perennial gardens. For
several years, Rita was employed by Montgomery Ward in the former Mohawk Mall, in the
deli and as a baker. On March 31, 1981, Rita was predeceased by Matthew after 40 years
of marriage.
Rita was a communicant of St. Paul the Apostle Church in Schenectady. She was active
with the Colonie and Schenectady Senior Citizens Centers, especially enjoying square
dancing and adventurous bus trips with her friends.
On December 18, 1994, Rita married Helmut “Max” Froeschle and together they enjoyed
several years of traveling together until his passing on July 22, 2002.
She is survived by 3 daughters, Barbara (Robert) Giovannangelo of Ballston Spa, Dawn
Wheeler of Galway, and Cindy (Mark) Lassonde of Halfmoon; her daughter-in-law, Dolores
Tenace of Colorado; 2 step-children, Katherine (Bill) Herrick of Indian Lake and Richard
Froeschle of Colonie; her brother, Alfred Parker of Colonie; 17 grandchildren; 37 greatgrandchildren; 22 great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins.
In addition to her parents and husbands, Rita was also predeceased by her son, Joseph
L. Tenace; son-in-law, Warren D. Wheeler; and 2 brothers, Joseph and Elmond Parker.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Thursday January 30th, at 11 a.m. at St.
Paul the Apostle Church, 2777 Albany St., Schenectady. Interment will take place in
Memory Gardens, Colonie.
Prior to the Mass the family will receive relatives and friends on Thursday January 30th
from 9 until 10:00 a.m. at Griswold Funeral Home, 1867 State St., Schenectady.
Memorial contributions may be made in Rita’s memory St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2777

Albany St., Schenectady, NY 12304.
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Comments

“

My sister Charlotte and i will always have the connection of putting gram to bed and
kissing her warm forehead good night for the very last time in her life, She never
woke the next day. I Put her little Virgin Mary statue in her hand and prayed the Hail
Mary with her since she could no longer speak, she had done this every night before
bed. We played her and gramps song to her over and over those last 3 nights like
she use to do on the old record player when we where little. Ill always treasure the
memories of Christmas, Halloween and family pikniks at gram and gramps house.
Those memories where a priceless highlight of my childhood. I wish i came to visit
you more Gram i think everyone feels that way when someone leaves us. I'll always
treasure spending those last 3 nights with you. Till we meet again gram ill be
reaching up to the window screen for your hand. I love you and i know you love me
more.

Barbara Shufelt - January 28, 2020 at 11:13 PM

“

We loved Aunt Rita you have our condolences. She enjoyed square dancing my
mother sewed her skirts. She was always family oriented. Glad to see her at the
Family Reunions. She certainly had longevity. Hope it continues with her ancestors.

Cynthia Ostrander - January 28, 2020 at 10:57 PM

“

Thank you, friends and family for your outpouring of love and support. Mom meant a
great deal to many people for different reasons. She was a gentle person, an
incredible mom, and my friend.
Cindy

Cindy - January 28, 2020 at 09:35 AM

