The Rev. Robert C. Lamar
April 7, 1922 - January 9, 2019

Tebbutt Funeral Home
Albany,The Reverend Robert Clayton Lamar passed away peacefully on January 9, 2019, at St.
Peter’s Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, where he had been a resident for a year. He
was 96 years old, and had lived a life of faith, gratitude and grace.
He was born in 1922 in Salt Lake City, Utah, to Avis and Ralph Lamar, and grew up in
Colorado and Kansas, the eldest of five children. He left Topeka to attend Yale University,
graduating in 1943, and in 1946 graduated from Yale Divinity School. He began his
ministry in Milford, Connecticut, where he and his wife, Ethel, lived. In 1950 they moved to
Stamford, CT, where he served as associate pastor at the First Presbyterian Church, while
he and Ethel raised their family of four children.
The search committee from the First Presbyterian Church of Albany extended a call to
become their senior pastor, and in 1958, the family moved to Albany.
During the next 60 years, Bob was instrumental in developing and strengthening ties with
the interfaith community in the area; was active in local and national civil rights initiatives,
the beginnings of the FOCUS churches, Habitat for Humanity; was Executive Director of
the Capital Area Council of Churches, and served as an officer and board member for
many organizations – Equinox, The Urban League, The Wildwood Schools, the Albany
Presbytery, the Sidney Albert Interfaith Board, The South Mall Towers Housing program,
Colonie Senior Services Centers, The Chapel House, the Rabbi Kieval Institute of Jewish/
Christian Studies, Capital Region Ecumenical Organization ( CREO), the Airport Interfaith
Prayer Room, the Mary and William Barnett Foundation, and The Interfaith Task Force. He
was also 50 +- year member of Rotary. He received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree
from both Tarkio College and Centre College, as well as a Doctor of Humane Letters from
Siena College.
He was elected Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in
the USA in 1974, and was Co-chair of the Joint Committee on Presbyterian Reunion from

1969-1983, when the Southern and Northern Branches of the Presbyterian Churches
were reunited.
Bob was married to Marion Tietz from 1986 until her death in 2010.
Among Bob’s interests were music, in particular the French horn, and golf, at which he
excelled.
He was predeceased by his parents, his brother Frank, his brother Herb, sister-in-law,
Margie, and daughter-in-law Patty.
He is survived by his sister, Patricia Geoffroy; his brother, Stan (Margot); and sister-in-law,
Marnie. He leaves his four children: Paul (Mark Eamer), Margaret King (Steve), Mark
(Michelle), and Jim (late Patty), as well as his stepchildren Laura Kemner (Ken) and Fred
Tietz (Jennifer Hope). The grandchildren are Clayton (Kristen Majewski), Cyriaque,
Annick, and Katie Lamar; Ellery and Jacob Kemner; and Ryan (Amber), Grant
(Mackenzie) and Paige Eamer-Dulin; and great- granddaughter Hannah Eamer-Dulin and
great-grandson Elias Eamer-Dulin. His nieces and nephews-Debbie, Janelle, Susan,
Thomas, Steve, Dennis and their families-- as well as members of Ethel’s family also
survive.
There will be calling hours on Thursday, January 24, 2019, from 4-7 PM at Tebbutt and
Frederick Memorial Home, 633 Central Ave., Albany, NY, and a funeral on Friday, January
25, 2019, at 11:00 AM, at First Presbyterian Church, 362 State St., Albany, NY.
Condolences may be sent to sbfuneralhome.com or to the Lamar Family, c/o 46 Ramsey
Place, Albany, NY 12208.
In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to First Presbyterian Church, 362 State St.,
Albany, NY 12210, or a charity of your choice in memory of Robert C. Lamar.
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Comments

“

Dear Paul,
My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Although we haven't seen one another in ages I still remember your kindness when
we worked together at Teachers Retirement.
The loss of a father is difficult but may your memories of him be good and give you
strength. Betty Albright

betty albright - January 24 at 11:46 PM

“

A great light graced the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. in the ministry of Bob Lamar
which spread to the wider community. We mourn his loss in our lives but are so
grateful that he was part of our lives. Sincerest condolences to his wonderful family.
Vaughn and Hugh Nevin

Vaughn Nevin - January 24 at 05:29 PM

“

My wife and I were members of First Presbyterian while in graduate school at SUNYAlbany in the 1980s. We served as Deacons and were married in the church in 1983.
In 1988 our daughter Courtney was baptized at First Pres. We have many fond
memories of Bob Lamar and his co-pastor during that time, Rev. Brenda Biggs. We
extend our heartfelt condolences to his family. His was truly a life well lived.
John and Peggy King
Berea, Ohio

John King - January 16 at 03:40 PM

“

A real "mensch"! We knew Bob Lamar from interfaith activities in the Albany
community, and we then became reacquainted when a relative of ours was living at
the Beverwyck at the same time and participated in his "community sing" activity.
Leo & Martha Levy

Leo & Martha Levy - January 16 at 06:22 AM

“

Dear Margaret and family,
So sad to hear of the death of your father. It is the passing of an era. I studied the
organ with Helen Henshaw, my mother's great friend, so spent many hours in First
Presbyterian Church. We had many great friends at that church as well.
It is such a pleasure to see you at AAG reunions.
Yours sincerely,
Elizabeth Klingaman

Elizabeth Klingaman - January 15 at 12:39 PM

“

Dear Margaret & Steve We were sorry to learn of your loss of Bob and are thinking of you and your family
members at this time. May you find comfort in one another and in all your memories
of happy times together with Bob, as well as in your pride of all he accomplished in
his lifetime. His memory lives on in those who knew and loved him. Take care.
Jeannie & Rollie

Jeannie LeForge - January 13 at 01:52 PM

“

Dear Margaret and Steve. So sorry for your loss. Losing a parent at any age is
always difficult.

Bill Heidelmark - January 13 at 12:37 PM

“

Dear Margaret and Steve - Bryant and I were so sad to learn of your Dad's passing. I
have such great memories of spending time in his company with you, Margaret, while
we were progressing through our teen years together. Your father was one of the
best people - what I recall most is his wonderful sense of humor and quick smile. I
know you will have so many grand memories to bring you comfort and of course, his
deep love for you. His faith has now brought him Home. Love from us both - Casey
and Bryant Bigelow

Casey Bigelow - January 13 at 08:22 AM

