Robert E. Mann
January 2, 1928 - January 8, 2019

Queensbury Robert E. Mann died peacefully at his home in Queensbury on January 8, 2019, after a
long battle with multiple myeloma.
Bob was born on January 2, 1928 in Detroit, Michigan. His fascination with electronics
evident from an early age, he remembered hearing early reports of the attack on Pearl
Harbor on his short wave radio in 1941.
After graduating from Redford High School, he served for 2 years in the Chemical Corp of
the United States Army. He then returned to the University of Michigan, where he was a
member of Phi Kappa Tau, graduating with a degree in Industrial Mechanical Engineering,
also receiving an MBA in Finance, Labor Relations, and Tax Accounting.
He met his wife, Phyllis Margaret Smith, at the University of Michigan and they were
married on June 12, 1949, the day after Phyllis graduated.
Bob worked as a Manufacturing Engineer for the Ford Motor Company for over 30 years,
as he and Phyllis raised four children in Dearborn, Michigan. His children remember
helping him build a family television, as well as his first computer in a basement workshop,
learning esoteric skills like pencil soldering before the time of printed circuits, never mind
digital technology. Bob was also an avid early morning tennis player at the Dearborn
Racquet & Health Club.
After Bob retired, he was the first President of the new Ford Employees Athletic Club. He
took up piano, oil and watercolor painting, while also becoming a skilled investor in the
stock market. Bob and Phyllis enjoyed playing bridge, as well as travelling. They explored
Northern Michigan and Canadian lakes in summer, and enjoyed cruises to distant
destinations such as Alaska and Hawaii.

In 2006, Phyllis and Bob moved to the Glen at Hiland Meadows, a senior living community
in Queensbury, where Bob served on the Resident’s Counsel, reviving the Biography
Project. Bob read widely, with the Crandall library and Amazon his sources for books on
American history, contemporary politics and finance, as well as recent scientific
discoveries. His continuing engagement and expertise in computer technology made him
a welcome source of computer advice for other Glen residents.
He was preceded in death by his son, Robert Phillip, in 1975.
Bob is survived by his beloved wife of 70 years this June, Phyllis, as well as by his three
daughters, Patricia, Jennifer, and Rosalind, and four grandchildren, Matthew, Christopher,
Kaitlyn, and Sean, as well as by a sister, Gloria Bouwman.
Donations in Robert Mann’s memory may be made to multiple myeloma research at the
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.
A celebration of Robert Mann’s life will be held at the Glen on January 28, 2019 from 2 – 4
pm.
Online condolences may be made at sbfuneralhome.com, the website of Singleton
Sullivan Potter Funeral Home, Queensbury, NY entrusted to arrange for cremation.

