Ronald "Ron" Lewis Newell
April 19, 1943 - January 15, 2021

Ronald “Ron” Lewis Newell
Glens Falls, NY
Ronald “Ron” Lewis Newell was born in Glens Falls, NY, on April 19, 1943, to Mabel “Eva”
Newell and George Newell — the youngest of three children.
He passed unexpectedly, at the age of 77, the evening of January 15, 2021, with his wife
Jane Marcella “Martie” Newell by his side at his home in Glens Falls.
Ron spent his youth growing up on Elm St. watching both his parents work full-time jobs,
which instilled a deep work ethic that he carried with him throughout his life.
After graduating from Glens Falls High School in 1961, Ron attended SUNY Oneonta.
While in college, he met a feisty girl named Martie Rodick, who attended nearby Hartwick
College. The college courtship between Ron and Martie grew into a relationship that
lasted a lifetime.
After graduating from college, the young couple drove south in a beat up Oldsmobile, so
Ron could attend the University of Tennessee and obtain his law degree. He often said
that he surprised himself and many friends by passing the New York bar examination on
his first attempt.
Ron started his legal career at the late John Hall’s legal practice in Warrensburg, NY in
1969, but his ambition soon drove him to open his own small practice in Glens Falls. While
the practice struggled in its early years, it grew to be a respected firm in the community.
Ron was eventually asked to be City Attorney for Glens Falls by Mayor Frank O’Keefe, a
second career he held until his passing.
At the same time, four Newell children were added to the family — Benjamin, Christopher,
Rebecca and Seth. His hope was to make his children better than he was, encouraging

them to compete in a variety of sports and pursue their passions. He was a common
fixture in the cheering section at local swim meets and ski races — through the 1980s and
1990s.
In more recent years, Ron spent time traveling, visiting grandchildren or hosting them at
the family cabin on Lake George. Pa, Papa, Bepa, or Grandpa was always quick with a
“tickle finger” or recruiting a young one to help with a task around the house.
Never willing to rest for too long, Ron also found a third career by purchasing and
renovating the McEchron House on Ridge Street. He restored the historical landmark with
the help of many talented local tradespeople, which eventually housed his daughter and
son-in-law’s restaurant, Morgan & Company.
For those who knew Ron, his love for his family, quick wit, connection to the community,
and loyalty to others defined him. His departure leaves a void in many hearts of those
around him.
Ron is survived by his wife of 53 years, brother (Eli “Bud” Newell), all four children and
their respective spouses — Dawn Newell, Sharon Newell, Leslie Schneider, and Steven
Butters — and five grandchildren.
If desired, memorial contributions may be made to the Chapman Museum in Glens Falls,
NY.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, services will be postponed at this time.
Arrangements are in the care of Singleton Sullivan Potter Funeral Home, 407 Bay Rd.
Queensbury, NY 12804.

Comments

“

Please accept my heartfelt condolences on your loss. Ron and I become great
friends at Tennessee and spent many hours in our study group ; I remember so
fondly the last time we saw each other ; he stopped by my office in Richmond on the
way to Williamsburg . I was looking up classmates tonight and saw this and I am so
saddened ; although it has been over 50 years ; I can still remember the sound of his
laugh . Sincerely ; Jay Tronfeld

Jay Tronfeld - March 21 at 10:41 PM

“

Marti,
I always thought the world of you and Ron. I envied your relationship and the way
that you both got along so well. Ron was a very intelligent and funny man in his own
quiet and quick witted way and could crack me up at the drop of a hat. My heart goes
out to you and your family with his passing. I trust that fond memories and
reminiscing with family and friends will keep his spirit alive for many years to come.
Lisa Tobin

Lisa Mae Tobin - February 05 at 07:03 PM

“

I am so sad to hear of your loss Martie and family. Ron was an amazing man who
was a master attorney. Great wit, and truly a great person and attorney. Glens Fall
has lost a true treasure. He will be truly missed.

Rhonda Reynolds - February 02 at 03:11 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about Ron. Ron was always the perfect gentleman with a big smile
and a great sense of humor and was well liked by all of us. He very professionally
and competently represented all of his clients. It was a pleasure to have him in court.
Ron will sorely be missed. My deepest sympathy to you Martie and the family. May
loving memories bring you comfort and peace. Phil Berke

Judge Philip A. Berke - January 23 at 10:05 PM

“

Rebecca, Martie, Bud,and the Newell family,
My sincere condolences. May your memories of Ron bring you joy.
Hans Hansen Jr.

hans hansen - January 23 at 12:32 PM

“

It was so incredibly sad to hear about Ron's passing. No one can begin to know the
heartache of losing someone so loved by family and friends. I am not alone when I
say that we so enjoyed his wit and dry sense of humor. He has left behind a mark on
many people's lives, and the memories of him will continue to do just that. My
prayers are with you Martie, Becca and family.
Terry DeAngelo

Terry DeAngelo - January 22 at 11:35 PM

“

I send my heartfelt condolences to Ron's Family and Friends. Ron was the attorney
that helped me when I purchased Painted Pony Ranch. His kindness and cool
thinking was a great support to me in rough times.
I spoke to him last in November and I am very sad to hear of his passing.
My prayers go out to his family.
I will remember him kindly.
Gorman John Ruggiero

GORMAN RUGGIERO - January 22 at 03:47 PM

“

To the Newell Family: So sorry to hear of your loss. Although I only met Ron within
the last year, I've heard his name and stories about him for many years from my
father (Emile LaRose). It was a pleasure to meet Ron and listen to his stories about
my father.

Paul LaRose - January 22 at 10:09 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss Marty. When Ron sold us his office at 14 West it sealed
a close professional relationship. Ron sent us many real estate transactions and we
closed many deals with him. His first concern was the welfare of his clients and he
always went out of his way to help those most in need of help. Ron was a great guy,
a humble lawyer and I bet he loved his role as Grandpa. Our condolences to you and
your family.
Fondly,
Rick and Nancy Wilson

Nancy Wilson - January 21 at 08:27 AM

“

Ron was my lawyer on several occasions. He was always patient and caring. He
went above and beyond when my youngest daughter was hurt at elementary school.
I will never forget the kindness he showed us.

Julie - January 21 at 08:10 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Mrs. Newell and the rest of the family. I had the
pleasure of working for Mr. and Mrs. Newell for many years helping out with
landscaping and snow removal and Mr Newell would never hesitate to come out and
show me how he liked to do things and the certain way he liked them to look! I
enjoyed working for him! Rest Easy Mr. Newell.

Brad Stehlin - January 20 at 10:40 PM

“

Ron was a good friend and ally. We enjoyed many fun times together. His humor and
wit was always appreciated. After one specific hike up Buck Mountain, our family
became very good at identifying Ron Newell rest rocks. He seemed to be able to
spot them very frequently. We will miss you Ron and send condolences to the whole
family. Mary and Dave Welch

Dave Welch - January 20 at 07:33 PM

“

Ron was one of the nicest guys. Always made us feel welcome at his house or the
camp on Lake George.And I could always count on laughing my ass off! Rest In
Peace Ron. Memories never die!love Joe and Evelyn Celotti

joe celotti - January 20 at 06:37 PM

“

So sorry Martie and family. Many good memories . Always will remember Ron and
his special humor and grin. Love to all. Michele and Kurt Koskinen

Michele Persons - January 20 at 04:51 PM

“

On behalf of the Crandall Park Beautification Committee, I would like to express our
sorrow for your loss. We are thankful for Ron’s long time support of Crandall Park.
Our park benefited from his legal expertise as well as his personal generosity. We
are keeping you all in our thoughts. Ron will be missed. Sincerely, Elizabeth Little
Hogan

Elizabeth Little Hogan - January 20 at 03:49 PM

“

To dear Rebecca and family. Please know our prayers are with you for strength in the
days to come. With love Gail and Pete

gail luciano - January 20 at 12:06 PM

“

We looked forward every summer to seeing Ron and Martie at the cottage on
Elizabeth island. Ron would regale us with stories from his law practice. One of our
favourite memories is how he would try to get our pug, Mrs Wiggles, to sing. Ron
was a beloved friend and family man. We will miss him.

Vanessa and Jim Davies - January 20 at 11:39 AM

“

I knew Ron and always respected his legal mind and community spirit. My
sympathies to the family. He will be missed.
Diane Laubinger

diane laubinget - January 20 at 11:31 AM

“

My condolences to Martie and to the family. Ronald was a great man as a employer
and friend. We will miss him dearly

Joelene M Davidson - January 20 at 09:34 AM

“

Ron was a friend and a great swim "dad" ...he helped me personally many times
throughout the years.I was proud to coach Chris, Rebecca and Seth.
Above all Ron was a good man. He will be missed.
John Ogden

John Ogden - January 20 at 06:13 AM

