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One could not have asked for a more caring, dynamic, independent, funny, and
community spirited person than Susan Curtis Thompson. Susan passed away
on March 22, 2021 at the age of 80 in her home with her husband, Albert De Salvo
and daughter Rachael Biggs at her side.
Susan had a zest for life and lively personality that immediately captivated
everyone, turning casual encounters into life-long friendships.
Susan served the Capital Region community in many ways, but her enduring
passion was Community Hospice. During her 27 years as a Hospice volunteer,
Susan did it all – from coordinating bereavement groups to training new
volunteers, speaking to organizations, and visiting patients in nursing homes
and residences. She was awarded Volunteer of the Year in 2011. She often
maintained bonds with families when Hospice services were no longer
needed. It was fitting that in her final days, she was under the care of Hospice.
In addition to Hospice, Susan served her community as an active member of
the Honest Weight Food Co-op and regular volunteer and contributor to the
Albany Symphony, WMHT, WAMC, and Albany Unitarian Universalist Society.
She loved live theater and was a charter member and strong supporter of
Capital Repertory Theatre. She would have loved to experience live
performances in Cap Rep’s new theater.
Although her musical tastes were eclectic her strongest passion was opera.
She cherished the summer season, catching every available performance and
enjoying leisurely post-show dinners with friends.

Susan attended Syracuse University, earning a BA with honors in elementary
education. After teaching sixth grade for four years in Springfield, MA. She
returned to Syracuse, receiving an MA in Special Education and
Administration. While in graduate school, she met and married B. Ray
Thompson. Daughter Rachael was born two years later. Two months after
Rachael’s birth, Ray tragically died. Susan moved back to Albany with Rachael
and soon bought a home on Glendale Avenue, down the street from her parents.
In Albany, Susan began her career with Parsons Family and Child Center as a
Special Education teacher, later creating the role of Community-School
Coordinator and finally becoming Education Specialist for the pioneering
Therapeutic Foster Care program. She retired in 2007, after 36 years, when
her first grandchild was born.
Despite battling what she called a “collection” of auto-immune diseases, Susan
was dedicated to keeping fit. She ran the New York Marathon in 1984 and
when she could no longer run, she worked out daily, swimming, walking,
lifting weights, and hiking. She also loved travelling with her husband Albert,
especially to Nantucket and Italy, and to visit her grandchildren in Austin, TX.
She enjoyed writing, keeping many journals of her experiences with people
and places.
Susan leaves her beloved husband, Albert De Salvo, daughter Rachael Biggs,
(William) granddaughter Lillian Biggs, grandson, Wilson Biggs, sister Barbara
Wheeler, nephews Daniel Wheeler, Andy Wheeler (Christine) and
grandnephews Alex and Nicholas Wheeler. Susan was predeceased by her
first husband, B. Ray Thompson, parents F Norton and June (Salter) Curtis, her
sister, Nancy Legacy and her aunt, Ruth Salter.
Al and Rachael wish to thank Community Hospice for its dedicated care to
Susan, home health aides Toshia and Tina Murray, the caring community of
the Albany Unitarian Universalist church, and the incredible neighbors of
Glendale Avenue. We also thank special friends Lori Bonner, Nancy Alexander
and Susan Novotney who were always there for Susan and for us.
"SUSAN
One thinks of amber
the color, first
bright hues of red and yellow shining, translucent, before one learns
the substance too, is there,
resinous sap of life. Transformed by change and chance
to polished gem> Clear, Strong, Durable."
Helen Sharpe 5/76
A celebration of Susan’s life will be held on September 25 th at the Unitarian

Universalist Society of Albany, 405 Washington Avenue in Albany, NY. To
honor Susan’s memory, contributions may be made to Community Hospice
445 New Karner Road, Albany, NY 12205, or to the Albany Unitarian Universalist Society.
To express condolences and for more information, please visit sbfuneralhome.com.
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Universalist Society of Albany
405 Washington Ave, Albany, NY, US

Comments

“

I am very sorry to read of Susan's passing. I worked with Ruth at the State Education
Department and she often spoke to us, her co-workers, about her nieces and how
dear they were to her. May Susan's spirit be with each of you during your mourning.

Steven Mann - September 24 at 07:01 PM

“

Al, Rachael and family. Thinking about you this weekend as you gather to celebrate
Susan. I am grateful to have known her and for the opportunity to be in her circle
when she visited Austin. I always enjoyed her company and thoughtful conversation.
She was interesting and interested in so much of the world. I appreciate how small
talk could become big talk with her. I miss those talks. Rest in peace Susan. Love to
all y'all, Patricia T

Patricia Tynan - September 23 at 11:26 PM

“

Maria Callas is said to have noted: “An opera begins long before the curtain goes up
and ends long after it has come down.” So, too, with Susan. Her contributions to the
Helderberg neighborhood and to the greater Albany community live on and will
continue to be appreciated even as we extend our condolences to Al and family on
their loss. -- Leo and Martha

Leo and Martha Levy - April 08 at 09:28 PM

“

Quite simply she was a light keeper for entire neighborhood and community.She will
be greatly missed.....’’In one of the stars I shall be living.In one of them ,I shall be
laughing.And so it will be as if all the stars were laughing when you look at the sky at
night’’...rest in peace, friend. Elayne Frank

Elayne Frank - April 05 at 05:57 PM

“

In addition to being a wonderful woman, good company, and brave, Susan did a
huge favor for the Tinkelman clan when our matriarch, Natalie, died. Susan
performed countless small acts of kindness and one that none of us will forget. For
the last day or 2 of her life, Susan held her hand and played the opera music that
both of them loved. It was a small thing, but exactly what Natalie needed.
I hope all those who loved Susan find comfort in her memory.

Deborah Kapell - April 05 at 01:12 PM

“

May there always be an open lane for your swim! Susan gave so much more!

David Sleeter - April 05 at 12:37 PM

“

I worked with Susan briefly at Parsons in the late 70's. She was a force to be
reckoned with wrapped in a gentle demeanor, which made her both fun and
comforting to be around. RIP, dear Susan, and warm regards to the whole family.
Susan Rothchild

Susan Rothchild - April 04 at 04:58 PM

“

Susan set the bar pretty high for how to be a friend. I have memories of her dancing
to Harry Belefonte, dressing as a clown, explaining an opera to me, sharing in our
family's holiday celebrations, and particularly after my father passed away, visiting
my mom almost daily. Al, Rachel, and family, my heart goes out to all of you. Your
wife and your mom was a very bright light in many lives, and that light will continue to
shine. Hugs.

Paula Cohen-Martin - April 04 at 10:50 AM

“

Al and family, I am reading the beautiful tribute to Susan. She was a beautiful
women, full of so much life that she lived everyday. Nothing ever got her down. It was
my pleasure to paint your house with the colors she loved most. Remember all the
great times you shared, the places you went, the words you shared, these will make
your heart feel better. My heart filled sympathy to you and family.

Pat Dagostino - April 04 at 10:32 AM

“

I met Susan this past year while walking in the neighborhood. Socializing with her
outside in the sunshine was a highlight during this awful year of the pandemic. She
was a lovely woman. So sorry for your loss. Grace Farrell

Grace Farrell - April 04 at 08:08 AM

“

Please accept my loving condolences. I was so sorry to see this announcement
today. I had seen Susan walking in the neighborhood in recent times, and it was
always nice to connect with her.
Rachael- I remember you from Hackett, and was always happy to catch up with your
Mom about what you were doing.
Al- so sorry for the loss of Susan for you and for our entire community.
You are all in my thoughts.

Margaret Lamar King - April 04 at 06:15 AM

