Van E. Dykeman
August 25, 1937 - May 2, 2020

Queensbury:
Van E. Dykeman
Van E. Dykeman, 82, a resident of Queensbury, passed away peacefully at the Slate
Valley Center in the early morning hours of May 2, 2020.
He was born in New York City on August 25, 1937 and was the son of the late Earle and
Maria (Schrage) Dykeman. Besides his parents, he is predeceased by a brother, Jeffrey
Dykeman.
Van was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, graduated from SUNY Farmingdale and SUNY
Empire State College and employed by various non-profit organizations in the Finance
area, including Albany Medical College/Hospital, The American Red Cross and as
Conference Treasurer for 15 years at the Troy Conference of the United Methodist
Church.
He was an avid reader of wide-ranged interests, combined with his love of travel, good
food including barbecuing, and long conversations with friends. He enjoyed biking in his
younger years, played the piano and hammer dulcimer and sang in many church choirs
and other singing groups. Entertaining and visiting with his International Group friends was
a true highlight for him.
Van cherished his faith, family holidays and vacations, summer stays with relatives as a
youngster in Michigan, nature and all wildlife (especially his backyard bird population),
tradition and his German/Dutch ancestry. Van was an untiring advocate for his United
Methodist Church’s inclusive call for the “OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS”
ministry.
Survivors include his wife of 60 years, Mildred (Dagenbach) Dykeman; daughter, Ingrid

(Tom) Dykeman; son, Eric (Ranjana) Dykeman; sister in law, Inge Brunskill, brother in law,
Manfred Dagenbach and nephews, Stephen (Michelle) Brunskill and Jeffrey (Helen)
Dykeman, Jr.
The family’s special thanks go to the staff of The Landing at Queensbury who gave Van a
second home and cared for him with such dignity, respect and compassion during this
difficult time of his life, as well as the staff of the Center of Excellence for Alzheimer
Disease for their invaluable guidance and support.
A celebration of Van’s life will be at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in Van’s name to the South Glens
Falls United Methodist Church, 15 Maplewood Parkway, South Glens Falls, NY 12803.
Arrangements are under the direction of the Regan Denny Stafford Funeral Home, 53
Quaker Rd, Queensbury.

Comments

“

I am a first cousin of Van and Jeff . My Mother was a Dykeman and sister of Vans
father. I saw Van and Jeff when I was young. We spent time together in Long Island
and Little Falls NJ. I lost touch after I married. So sorry . Wish I could have kept in
touch . I lost other,cousins. SHARON Vander May

Sharon VanderMay - February 11 at 02:34 PM

“

Mildred and Family...
So sorry I just saw this in December.
I have many fond memories of Van and your family.
Loved talking to and having a beverage with Van ...
Many great memory’s ....Condolences to all the family.
Sincerely... Doug R

Doug Rop - December 05, 2020 at 10:52 PM

“

Mrs. Dykeman, Ingrid, Eric,
Sorry to read about the passing of Mr. Dykeman. My thoughts and prayers go out to
you.

Linda Gaynor - May 26, 2020 at 11:12 PM

“

Dear Mildred and family,
Sadly we've had to say our earthly farewell to Van but he will be forever in our minds
and hearts. It seems so fitting that his passing was during the time when the Dutch
tulips were in full glory - just as he was whenever he proudly recalled his Dutch
heritage.
We will always remember Van for his steadfast love of family, his kindness and
welcoming spirit, his strong faith, and his appreciation of music and fun times. We
would be remiss if we didn't also recall his instant availability to be “our personal
chauffeur”! At the mere suggestion of taking a ride somewhere he would immediately
drive us to any chosen destination, sharing hours of good company and the
appreciation of nature and the many beautiful surroundings we discovered together.
In loving memory, Inge and family

Inge Brunskill - May 09, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

Eric, Ranjana, Mildred, and Ingrid,
Karen, Ayla, the entire Career Central crew, and I extend our deepest sympathies
and heartfelt condolences at this challenging time to you and the entire extended
Dykeman family. I'll never forget conversing with Van in German that day he met you
at our offices, Eric. What a kind and magnanimous man. Wir hoffen sehr, dass Sie
während dieser traurigen Zeit Stärke in Ihrer Familie und in Gott finden können.

Wayne (Pombrio), Karen & Ayla - May 07, 2020 at 06:02 PM

“

“

Mildred, so sorry to hear of your husband's passing. Valerie Danise
Valerie - October 27, 2020 at 10:07 AM

Dear Mildred and family,
My heart feels saddened by the news of Van' passing. In years past I enjoyed our
conversations about having Dutch heritage in common. And, I appreciated his care
for and his work on behalf of the former Troy Conference. May you all be held in the
heart of loving kindness as you pass through this time in life. Many blessings and
love to you.

Brenda Arley - May 07, 2020 at 03:20 PM

“

Mildred & family,
I will always cherish all of Van’s smiles, hugs, and twinkling eyes as he shared his
love, peace, & grace. Please know that you and your family are held in prayer as you
celebrate his life well lived. Many blessings to you all, Katherine & Annaliese Schmiel

katherine - May 07, 2020 at 12:05 AM

“

I have known Van for many years, first when he was Conference Treasurer and then
as a friend. Turns out his ancestors were also from Saint John,NB Canada as were
mine. So we had common lineage. Van was a great guy. A reader. a wonderful
friend. I had not seen he and Mildred in many years, but last summer I was blessed
to spend four hours with them in a restaurant in New Hampshire. I am so glad we got
to have the time together. Bless you, Van, on the other side. And thank you for all the
years of faithfulness and friendship. Love and hugs. Rev. Thomas L. Shanklin

Rev. Thomas L. Shanklin - May 06, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

Mildred, I am so sorry to hear about your husband's passing. I don't know if you'll
remember me, but I used to work for Mineral Resources in 1990 Valerie Danise
Valerie - October 27, 2020 at 10:10 AM

“

August & I will fondly remember Van’s strong voice & pleasant laugh. Thoughts and
prayers for Mildred & family at this most difficult time.

Linda & August Popall - May 06, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

I had the privilege of knowing Van through the National Association of Accountants,
where he was one of our best members - always friendly, helpful, and full of valuable
insights. Please accept my deepest condolences. John Day

John Day - May 06, 2020 at 05:02 PM

“

Mildred, Eric and Family,
My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time.
I will always cherish everyday that I was blessed to be in the company of Van.
At the Landing. He was such a kind, brilliant man.
It made me so happy that I was able to set up his own private church service
every Sunday. The best part of Sunday other than his Church, was sharing the
Ice Cream Social with his beautiful Family. I Miss you all very much!
All my Love Always and Forever!
Joanne Bouchard.
xoxo

Joanne Bouchard - May 06, 2020 at 04:15 PM

“

Sincere sympathies on your loss.
Ilah S Walser, former Troy Conference Lay Leader

Ilah S Walser - May 06, 2020 at 12:09 PM

“

Eric and Family,
My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time. Nummer Zwei Vater, thank
you for the memories.
David

david - May 06, 2020 at 12:00 PM

“

The the Dykeman Family, we are so sorry for the sudden loss of your beloved Dad. It
is a very difficult time and our hearts and thoughts go out to you.
With Love, Lois and John Karhinen

Lois Karhinen - May 06, 2020 at 10:25 AM

